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Mike WB6DJI in the Indoor Microwave Antenna Range 
at Eravant’s Antenna Testing Facility in Torrance

Mapping Geospatial satellite data to Google Earth

From Angelina KN6QAT 
https://stellaryxlabs.com/

Google’s AlphaEarth Foundations, an AI 
model that functions like a virtual satellite

https://deepmind.google/discover/blog/alphaearth-foundations-helps-map-our-planet-in-unprecedented-detail/
https://stellaryxlabs.com/
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Monthly General Club Meeting

Speaker Topic for This Month:

“Mapping Geospatial Satellite Data to Google Earth”
Angelina Tsuboi, KN6QAT 

When: Tuesday, April 14th at 5:30 PM 

Where: S Cafeteria & Virtual Meeting on Zoom

The 2025 W6TRW Club Meetings are being held as hybrid in-person & virtual via Zoom. 

In-person meetings take place in the Northrop Grumman Cafeteria (see map, page 3). 

For Zoom, click on the link below on your computer, tablet, or smartphone. 

Same meeting link every month, 2nd Tuesday of every month, 5:30 PM Pacific Time.

FREE PIZZA ☺ !

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82794654895 

Phone dial-in: 1 669 900 6833, Meeting ID: 827 9465 4895  

Angelina Tsuboi is a programmer and security researcher 
with an interest in the intersection of satellite technology, 
artificial intelligence, and signals intelligence. She is 
currently an undergraduate student majoring in Electrical 
Engineering at Caltech and the founder of Stellaryx Labs, a 
research and development initiative focused on building 
autonomous space systems, electromagnetic defense 
tools, and AI-driven platforms for geospatial and orbital 
intelligence. She is currently interested in integrating 
artificial intelligence into signals intelligence operations 
for satellite, aircraft, and drone systems to enhance 
cybersecurity operations. In addition, she is currently 
working alongside Dylon and Carlos to develop the 
W6TRW satellite ground station and enjoys partaking in 
field day activities and SOTA activations.

In this talk, we will cover practical methods for leveraging open-source satellite 

imagery to extract actionable insights about our planet spanning from climate 

change monitoring, agricultural optimization, and urban infrastructure planning. 

We’ll dive into how AI tooling and Large Language Models (LLMs) can be 

leveraged to supercharge this process, with a focus on DeepMind’s open-source 

AlphaEarth Foundations dataset.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82794654895
https://stellaryxlabs.com/
https://stellaryxlabs.com/


In-person W6TRW meetings - Map

Here is the map for the location of the Northrop Grumman Cafeteria.  This building is in the 
NG Space Park campus, in the northwest corner of Redondo Beach.  

3

Non-employees must be escorted

Marine Ave 
Entrance 1
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W6TRW and Related Ham Radio Events

Doug K6JEY — 2/26/26, 2:47 PM
Prepare for 2DBM EME 
On April 25 at K6JEY'S place.  
Contact Doug drzarkof56@yahoo.com for details!  

K6JEY EME Event – April 25, 2026

We’ve begun a Space News segment immediately following our weekly Wednesday Noon 
Emergency Communications Team Net on W6TRW repeaters 145.320 and 447.000!  Please check 
into the net and stick around for curated space news of the week, with associated commentary.  

Space News Returns to W6TRW Repeaters !

Please check The Year of The Club webpage as they post more information about the ARRL Year of 
the Club:
•Innovative programs to support club growth and bolster club activities
•Opportunities to celebrate and recognize clubs on the air
•Recognition and incentives for clubs that help increase ARRL membership
•Recognition for clubs celebrating significant milestones, including 100 years of ARRL affiliation …and 
more!

ARRL “Year of the Club”

2026 has been designated by the ARRL Board of Directors as the Year of the 
Club, recognizing that radio clubs are the backbone of ARRL. The growth 
and development of amateur radio rely on our vibrant community of radio 
clubs. All ARRL Affiliated Clubs are invited to participate! 

W6TRW will be going all-out, as in past years, to make the most of Field Day 2026.  We’ll be 
operating from the same location as last year, Campo Alto campground, a drive-up campground on 
the summit of Cerro Noroeste, elevation 8,200 feet.  Distance from Los Angeles is about 100 miles. 

Friday June 26 – Setup Field Day stations and camping
Saturday June 27 – Field Day  starts 11 AM, camp overnight
Sunday June 28 – Field Day  ends 11 AM, site tear-down

See the flyer, next page 

W6TRW 2026 ARRL Annual Field Day

mailto:drzarkof56@yahoo.com
https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-club
https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-club
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W6TRW Field Day 2026 !

W6TRW Event Schedule

June 26 1500    Campsite open 

Friday  1700            Site set up

June 27 1000           Brunch

Saturday 1100           Field Day Starts

  1800           Dinner

June 28 0700             Breakfast

Sunday  1100      Field Day Ends

  1130 Lunch

  1200 Site tear-down

ARRL FIELD DAY

ARRL Field Day is a radio communications event that 

brings together amateur radio operators within your 

community. The theme for 2026 Field Day is 

“Amateur Radio: A National Resource” – showcasing 

emergency communication capabilities, providing 

resilience when civil infrastructure fails. 

Our 2026 W6TRW event is a smorgasbord of fun – 

campout, picnic, informal contest (which we’re gonna 

win… again!), and SOTA/POTA activation 

opportunity. You won’t want to miss this party!

CAMPING & FOOD

Campsites available – please RSVP to reserve

Catering is planned; details to follow

OPERATING PLAN

Class: 5 AB 

(club station, running 5W PEP or less, using only battery/solar)

Captains & Coordinators

Looking for volunteers; contact Mark KD7DTS if interested 

Openings for: band captains, food, safety, publicity, info table

Band captain description: arrange gear to run your station, 

coordinate staffing, ensure all contacts logged on N3FJP

RULES

Modes

Bonus Points

Scoring

 BONUS ACTIVITIES

 

SOTA

POTA

Astronomy

All modes allowed (Phone, CW, Digi) 

Many available! We’ll try for all of ‘em

Full list:  https://www.arrl.org/field-day-rules

Our score will be based on the total number of 

QSO points times 5 plus bonus 

For each QSO, points are based on mode 

(phone = 1pt, CW = 2pt, digi = 2pt)

Cerro Noroeste is SOTA summit W6/SC-001

Learn to activate while at Field Day!

Our campsite is in the Los Padres Nat’l Forest

Learn to activate as a POTA station in US-0639

Enjoy the stars with telescopes and astronomers!

Website https://w6trw.com/ |  Discord – contact KD7DTS for invitation to our club’s online discussion and planning

ARRL FIELD DAY CHAIR 

Mark Knight, KD7DTS 

W6TRW Secretary 

kd7dts@arrl.net 

TALK-IN FREQUENCY 

146.55 MHz 

On-site communication will use VHF 

for event coordination

Planning to attend? RVSP to kd7dts@arrl.net 

LOCATION 

Campo Alto Campground

Cerro Noroeste Rd

Maricopa, CA 93252

https://www.arrl.org/field-day#:~:text=Field%20Day%202025%20is%20June%2028%20-%2029.
https://www.arrl.org/field-day-rules
https://www.arrl.org/field-day-rules
https://www.arrl.org/field-day-rules
https://www.arrl.org/field-day-rules
https://www.arrl.org/field-day-rules
https://w6trw.com/
https://w6trw.com/
mailto:kd7dts@arrl.net
mailto:kd7dts@arrl.net


Yaesu FTM-150R review
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[continued next page]

Reasonably Rapid Review of the Yaesu FTM-150R

By Matt Orlich WA6AJC 1/4/2026

This is a quick review of the Yaesu FTM-150R based on my short experience using the unit & reviewing 

the manual.

The FTM-150R is a true dual band 50 watt frequency agile two meter & seventy-centimeter Ham 

transceiver.  The FTM-150R does not support System Fusion (Yaesu’s propriety digital mode) or any 

other popular digital modes.  In that sense, this is strictly an analogue FM radio and the price reflects it 

(~ $330 no options).  The FTM-150R front display can be configured to show two bands at once or just 

one band (which increases the display font size dramatically) or a tunable bar type spectrum display.  

This radio appears to be the successor of the popular old Yaesu FT-8800 -- showing many pluses and 

some minuses in the new design.

PROS:

1) The display is much brighter, larger and easier to see than the old FT-8800 display

2) The display shows frequency and alpha text for both sides (or bands) simultaneously

3) Alpha text has a maximum of 8 characters.

4) Display Frequency can be made as large font (in which case alpha text defaults to small font)

5) Display alpha text can be made as large font (in which case frequency defaults to small font)

6) Display viewing angle is better than FT-8800.

7) Display color can be amber or white (more like blue-white)

8) Display can be configured as a scope screen while monitoring a selected channel

9) Control head can be separated from the radio body

10) Mic can connect to either the control head or radio body



Yaesu FTM-150R review, cont’d
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[continued next page]

PROS (Continued)

11) Separate Volume controls for each band (or side)

12) Separate Channel / VFO tuning controls for each band (or side)

13) Some Internet reviews indicate control head & body can connect using cat 5 cable

14) Some internet reviews indicate mic can use common RJ11 cable for extension

15) Squelch accessed by pushing volume control knob

16) Loud receive audio provided by internal speakers

17) Speakers included in control head & main unit

18) Radio mounting bracket requires no hardware – slide on, latch & lock.

19) Radio Mounting bracket fits top or bottom sides allowing speaker to face up or down

20) Small size heavy heat sink body with cooling fan

21) Improved mic design

22) Receiver spec 108-137 MHz (AM), 137-174 MHz, 174-400 MHz, 400-550 MHz

23) Radio can be MARS modified



Yaesu FTM-150R review, cont’d
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[continued next page]

CONS:

1) Limited Display color can be amber or white (blue-white) 

2) No separate Squelch control--Squelch accessed by pushing volume control knob

3) Control head speaker does not mute when external speaker is used

4) Control head speaker requires menu setting to mute

5) Many control head buttons require long push or short push for different functions

6) Power On button requires long push for On / Off

7) Selected transmit Power level not shown on display (only on menu)

8) Transmit power level indicated only by bar graph when in transmit

9) Some menu items poorly worded for clear meaning (i.e transferring data to/from computer/radio)

10) No memory banks

11) Limit to 5 memory channels in Program Memory Groups

12) Some undocumented features (i.e. cross band, increased Rx range)

13) Mounting bracket can’t angle up the radio face for base operation

14) Control head requires extra cost mounting bracket (swing head /dash mount option)

15) Blue tooth feature  & voice guide requires extra cost option

16) Audio Digital Signal Processor has mixed reviews (received weak sigs with hi audio sigs=OK but low 

audio sigs=No good)

17) Menu access / operation requires somewhat steep learning curve

18) Super DX Function / Audio Digital Signal Processor affects both sides of the radio when turned on / 

off

19) Optional Micro SD memory card limited to 32GB max format FAT32 only.



Yaesu FTM-150R review, cont’d
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Undocumented Oddities:

1) Radio has a plugged hole for External Speaker “B” but is missing the 3.5mm Ext Speaker ‘B’ jack

2) Radio Receiver specification of 550 MHz max but RT Systems Software allows greater than 800 

MHz to successfully be programmed

3) After RT Systems receiver program of >800 MHz, radio does show successfully programmed 

frequency

4) Front panel (manual) programming of frequency >550 MHz is not allowed

5) Radio can be successfully set up for cross band operation and display will reflect cross band mode 

once programmed

6) Yaesu manual does not mention cross band capability

FTM-150 CROSS BAND HOW TO:

TO START CROSS BAND OPERATION :

(can be performed in VFO / Memory Mode)

1) Power ON the Radio (Long Press)

2) Set TX Power, Tone, Offset and Frequency for each band

3) Power OFF the Radio (Long Press)

4) While holding down the F and PMG keys, depress the ON button (Long Press)

5) The radio will power on with a different tone and temporarily show YAESU X-Band for initial turn 

on sequence

6) Perform a short press to the On Button & verify the radio is LOCKED from the display Icon.

TO RESTORE NORMAL OPERATIONS:

1) Verify / turn Radio On (Long Press)

2) Perform a short press to the ON Button & verify the radio is Unlocked when the Lock Icon 

disappears.

3) Power OFF the Radio (Long press)

4) While holding down the F and PMG keys, depress the ON button (Long Press)

5) The radio will power on with a Normal tone and will momentarily show YAESU  for initial turn on 

sequence 

6) Normal operations can resume

###
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W6TRW Embarks on Memorable Tour Aboard USS Battleship Iowa
By Janice KJ6NHY, Matt WA6AJC, Mark KD7DTS, and Doug W6DOW

Twenty-two members of our club gathered for an unforgettable tour aboard the legendary USS 
Battleship Iowa, a historic naval vessel docked in San Pedro, California. 

Hosted by the Battleship Iowa Amateur Radio Association (BIARA), the event was organized to 
provide W6TRW club members with a special tour and a unique opportunity to delve into the rich 
maritime history, and experience firsthand the grandeur, of one of America's most storied 
battleships, with an emphasis on the radio communications technology and systems onboard.  

Club members had the experience of visiting the Transmitter Room on Deck 3, the Communication 
Center on Deck 1, and the engine rooms – massive multi-level engineering spaces showcasing the 
scale and complexity of the ship’s propulsion systems, not typically accessible on the standard 
tours.

To enhance the experience and enable access to the engine room tour, participants were divided 
into three groups, each rotating through several key areas of the ship. 

USS Iowa Tour Report !

[continued next page]

Part of the W6TRW tour group.  The huge statue of the dog photobombing 
the background is “Vicky, short for Victory, the WWII USS Iowa mascot. 

https://pacificbattleship.com/
https://pacificbattleship.com/
https://biara.org/


W6TRW Crosstalk April 2026 11

USS Iowa Tour Report, cont’d

[continued next page]

W6TRW and BIARA member Matt WA6AJC explained the ship’s HF transmitters to the group.  State 
of the art in its time; still working today!  From Matt:  “You are looking at the AN/URT-23 transmitter 
which is made up of three major components.  My hand is resting on the transmitter exciter which 
drives the transmitter RF Power Amplifier just below it.  The Power Supply is the third component at 
the bottom that powers up everything and weighs in at a mere (approximately) 200 pounds.  

“The AN/URT-23 can be dialed in from 2 through 30 MHz with an output power of over 1000 watts.  
We typically run our transmitters at or below 200 watts.  The exciter's maximum output power is 
(approximately) 100 milliwatts which is more than enough to run the URT-23 at full output power.  

“The (digital-appearing) frequency control knobs on the exciter are mechanically connected to a 
number of variable tuned circuits by way of metal and/or nylon chains.  Because of the risk of 
damaging these chains, we have to be careful not to rotate the frequency knobs too fast or the 
chains may break or dis-engage from the mechanically tuned circuits.  Removing, replacing and 
re-tensioning these chains are a major headache.  It's interesting to note that with today's modern 
(solid state) digitally tuned equipment, we do not have to worry about how fast we tune our 
radios.” 

Matt also gave an after-lunch impromptu tour of SITE Control.  Matt explained:  “SITE stands for 
Shipboard Information Training & Education.  This area was used for ‘Closed Circuit’ shipwide 
radio and television broadcasts for the ship’s crew.  Closed Circuit in this case means that all 
radio & TV transmissions were through low loss coax cable connected directly to on board TVs – no 
antenna used.  The SITE control area is an on-going restoration and not on the normal tour route.

W6TRW and BIARA member Matt WA6AJC explains the ship’s AN/URT-23 transmitter complement. 
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USS Iowa Tour Report, cont’d

[continued next page]

“When SITE was operating, the crew would select a VHF TV channel for video or audio 
programming.  Different programs would run on different channels during SITE operation.  For 
audio programming the ship had its own “disc jockey” who worked in a small compartment within 
SITE control.  

“Both Audio & Video broadcast of SITE control has been restored, but more is coming.  SITE 
control was also home to pre- and post-production video editing for broadcasts made in the 
adjacent broadcast studio (which is also not part of the normal tour).  We also got a Quick Look in 
that compartment.  It is currently used for some YouTube Video releases.”  

Speaking of YouTube video, W6TRW member Mark KD7DTS made an excellent video report of our 
tour on YouTube – check it out!   The video concentrates on the ship’s radio communications 
systems – a rare look, for amateurs, at this technology critical to ship operations during its life 
cycle, and now used by BIARA. 

BIARA member Orlo Brown K6SUJ, who has restored the ship’s HF receivers (no small feat) 
described them to the group.  The ship has sixteen R-1051G receivers, each covering 2-30 MHz, the 
same frequency range as the transmitters.  The receivers are transistorized with 1980s technology, 
but still have tube-based front ends, presumably for protection from ECM (Electronic  
Countermeasures) and EMP (Electromagnetic Pulse) as well as severe storms or static.  Each 
receiver cost $24K in the 1980s. 

Matt WA6AJC explains the ship’s SITE 
audio/video distribution network. 

A look at pre-digital technology for 
engine room status monitoring. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hzY_G48rZA0&t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hzY_G48rZA0&t
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USS Iowa Tour Report, cont’d

[continued next page]

The receivers are all-mode – CW, LSB, USB, DSB, AM, Modulated Continuous Wave (audio tone 
Morse code), FAX audio, and audio output FSK for TTY.   Separate CV-3510A/UG TTY converter 
units demodulate the two tone audio FSK into the serial mark-space bit stream needed for teletype 
machines. The receiver outputs feed a large switchboard or patch panel, which can route the 
baseband signals to many places on the ship. The transmitters have a similar patch panel.  

The tour began with a comprehensive introduction by Doug Dowds, President and Co-founder of BIARA.  

He described the communications systems and components onboard, relevant historical context of the 

ship, and the current BIARA / USS Iowa radio communications center.  We very much appreciated his 

time, as well as the time shared with us by the other BIARA volunteers.  At the end of the tour, the tour 

members were invited to use the NI6BB station to make ham contacts.  

Mark KD7DTS took on the challenge, and made a CW contact with our friend Doug K6JEY. 

The ship’s prominent bow-mounted  HF 
“discage” antenna covers 10 to 30 MHz. 

(TOP) Orlo Brown K6SUJ describes the ship’s R-1051G receivers 
and CV-3510A/UG TTY modems. 

(BOTTOM) W6TRW President Dylon N6MX discusses the function 
of the receiver switchboard with Orlo.  
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USS Iowa Tour Report, cont’d

In the NI6BB radio room, Doug Dowds (center), President and Co-founder of BIARA, 
introduces the radio communications elements and areas of the ship to the group. 

W6TRW Secretary Mark KD7DTS makes a CW contact as NI6BB, using the discage antenna. 

[continued next page]
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The tour included a walk along the massive deck, where members marveled at the impressive 16-
inch guns and the ship's formidable superstructure. A special highlight was showcasing the new 
synthetic teak deck project, guided by Battleship Iowa volunteer Stan Sato, who explained the 
restoration work in progress.

The tour guides offered fascinating insights into the Iowa's service during World War II, the Korean 
War, and the Cold War, highlighting its role in numerous pivotal events and its distinguished 
service record.  

Beyond the historical experience, the tour also fostered camaraderie among club members with 
the ship’s volunteers and veteran docents. The event provided time for socializing, sharing stories, 
and connecting over a shared appreciation for history and adventure, and the technology of the 
era. Many attendees expressed their gratitude for the opportunity, describing it as both 
educational and inspiring – a “spiritual journey.”  

The USS Battleship Iowa tour marks another successful outing for the W6TRW club, reinforcing its 
commitment to organizing engaging and enriching experiences for its members. For more 
information about upcoming club activities and tours, members are encouraged to check the 
W6TRW club’s newsletter and website.

USS Iowa Tour Report, cont’d

###

https://w6trw.com/
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Dayton Hamvention, Xenia, Ohio

May 15th, 2026  9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
May 16th, 2026 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
May 17th, 2026  9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Hamvention 2026 Theme:  Radio Adventure

Radio has always been about exploration — of ideas, technologies, distances, and possibilities. 
From the earliest spark-gap pioneers to today’s digital experimenters, satellite operators, 
contesters, emergency communicators, and outdoor enthusiasts, amateur radio continues to 
be a gateway to discovery.

ARRL Los Angeles Section Events 
By Diana Feinberg, AI6DF, ARRL Los Angeles Section Manager

In-person ham license classes aren't as frequent as they once were. But if you know anyone wanting to get 
licensed, two sets of ham classes are scheduled in the South Bay area during the next three months.

1. The Hughes Amateur Radio Club W6HA has scheduled Technician license classes in El Segundo on 
Saturdays, April 11 and 18 at the El Segundo Fire Department. For info contact Tom Russ, KJ6CLV at: 
TARuss2000@gmail.com.

2. The Palos Verdes Amateur Radio Club K6PV has scheduled its next round of Technician and General license 
classes at Hesse Park in Rancho Palos Verdes on Saturdays, June 13 and 20. For info contact Walt Ordway, 
K1DFO, at: waltordway@gmail.com

Following the ARRL Southwestern Division Convention/Yuma Hamfest during Feb. 27-28 in Yuma, AZ, there's 
only one ham convention scheduled in Southern California during the remainder of 2026. Increased costs for 
staging conventions (and related parking costs) make it prohibitive for ham conventions in the Los Angeles 
area. We'd love to stage another HAMCON like we enjoyed for many years but sharply-higher venue costs 
since 2018 would result in significant losses for sponsoring amateur radio clubs based on what attending hams 
want to spend.

But...on April 10-12 in Santa Maria, CA, the 2026 Santa Maria DXers and Contesters Convention is happening. 
It's co-presented by the Southern California Contest Club and the San Diego DX Club. The cost to register for 
the convention only (no meals) is just $10; or for $100 you get registration plus the Saturday night banquet 
meal with happy hour in addition to the Sunday breakfast. For more info see: 
www.socalcontestclub.org/santamaria2026.

Relevant Recent ARRL News

###

https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNTgxMTQ5JnA9MSZ1PTUyNjIwMDE5MiZsaT00MjEwMDgwNA/index.html
http://www.socalcontestclub.org/santamaria2026


W6TRW Discord Channel
Did you know W6TRW has an active online discussion of ham radio adventures, 
build projects, and event planning? This is an excellent way to keep up with hot 
topics in the club.  If you haven't already, please join your fellow club members 
on Discord; send email to Dylon dylon.mutz@gmail.com or Mark 
Mark.Knight@ngc.com to get an invitation.

Recent posts on the W6TRW Discord:  
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Mark KD7DTS — 2/14/26, 4:09 PM
Di and Ormoo snagged Sweden from the 
Santa Monica Mountains during our 
Valentine’s Day POTA. Go team!

Mark KD7DTS — 2/27/26, 2:14 PM
Taking a break from skiing to 
activate. QRV soon!

Mark KD7DTS — 3/14/26, 6:58 PM
2026 ARRL Field Day is coming!

 Mark KD7DTS — 3/14/26, 7:01 PM
Just like last year, we're doing Campo Alto on Cerro 
Noroeste. Both group sites are reserved!

@Umesh KK6TXI  and @Chris N6FR are the first two folks 
to sign up for Field Day roles... but we need to put the 
band back together!

mailto:dylon.mutz@gmail.com
mailto:Mark.Knight@ngc.com
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Classified Ads

Amateur Radio Ads 
If you have ham equipment to sell, please send the info to Greg KE6YEX as a reply to the Newsletter 
email, or go to our W6TRW Discord For Sale page; thanks!  

Bill W6QR is selling:  
• W2IHY 8 Band Audio EQ and Noise Gate $200. 
• Begali CW Machine keyer $200. 
• Free to a good home: Heavy Duty 40-10M screwdriver mobile antenna with hitch mount. Manual tuning.
• Free to a good home: 18 element long 8' boom 70cm Yagi, needs some cleaning. Pickup only. 
• 3U Gator Wheeled case, perfect for an HF Shack in the box. $100. 
• If interested, please contact Bill on our W6TRW Discord page, or reply to me at the W6TRW monthly newsletter email 

(greg.shreve2@ngc.com).

Premium wattmeter for sale. 10MHz to 18GHz 200mw. Anritsu dual sensor meter 
ML2438A, cables, two MA 2442A sensors and user’s manual. My lab standard. For sale 
$1200. Excellent shape. The sensors are thermocouple types that go down to -75 DBm, 
very broad range. 

Also selling a single channel Anritsu ML2437 power meter, cable and MA2422B head., 
$600. I also have two 6-1/2 digit and 5-1/2 digit DMMs available. Doug K6JEY 

For sale: LNR Precision LD-11, 160m-6m, all mode QRP HF radio $650, or make me an offer. Images  Kurt K6GG

Doug K6JEY — 12/5/25, 6:29 PM  I'm going to have some used stuff for sale at next week's meeting. 
Tiny SA 405 $100
Keysight n9912 FieldFox, 4 GHz, modules 230 104 111 303 235, Has a bag and quick ref manual, lots of accessories $3,000
Agilent 4410a 6-1/2 digit DMM $400
Siglint SDM 3045x 4-1/2 digit DMM, data logging $250

4.

W6TRW Swap Meet – You don’t have to wait for years of ham gear to 
accumulate in your garage before you are faced with the challenge of trying to 
unload it all at once!  You can sell fractions of your used equipment any month, 
at W6TRW’s monthly Swap Meet in Redondo Beach.  It’s a win-win for you and 
for buyers!  

[continued next page]

Umesh KK6TXI — 3/22/26, 3:05 PM
If anyone is interested… I have a Garmin InReach Mini for sale.  
Good working condition. Asking $180

Doug K6JEY — 3:44 PM
Interested? 7.5 digit Daytron multimeter with manual. Works.  $150.  I want to move it out.

https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1391947306462613554
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666
mailto:greg.shreve2@ngc.com
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1391947306462613554
mailto:drzarkof56@yahoo.com
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1402339879656099993
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1402339879656099993
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1402339879656099993
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Classified Ads, cont’d

Amateur Radio Ads 
If you have ham equipment to sell, please send the info to Greg KE6YEX as a reply to the Newsletter 
email, or go to our W6TRW Discord For Sale page; thanks!  

4.

Ham Radio Items for sale cheap by Barrie W6DX
I'm Barrie Britton, W6DX. I'm a long-time ham and a retired Boeing electronic engineer. I'm reaching out to you now because I 
need some help "downsizing" my shack and garages of excess ham stuff.  I've been licensed since 1958, and I'm 84 years old.  I 
need to get rid of a lot of ham gear that I'll never use, and parts for projects that I'll never start, let alone finish.  

I have some older test equipment, lots of components, and "stuff" and a couple of beam antennas that are taking up space in 
my garage and my life--there's a Hy-Gain TH6, a KLM 2-el 40 meter, and another tribander that I may get rid of also.  Lots of 
"things" in the shack.  My junk-box runneth over.   All this stuff will be FREE to anybody who wants it.

I also have a Magnum 44, six element 20 meter monobander on a 44 foot boom, designed by Tom Rauch, W8JI.   There's an 
Orion 2800 heavy duty rotator and a four-section motorized tower built by U.S. Towers.  I'd like to sell these three as a 
package, but very cheap.  The tower was about $8 K new, the Magnum 44 around $3 K, and the Orion 2800 was about 3K.   
These are all down and on  the ground, but the lucky owner will need to arrange transportation.  

I have three Teletype machines: a Model 15, a model 28 KSR, and a Model 28 typing reperf.  Plus a loop supply for the set, and 
there's also a Model 43 Teletype that's an 8-bit ASCII machine and not used for ham stuff  very much.  They all used to work  
but after 20 years of sitting, all bets are off.  These will be free to a loving home.  They really need somebody who knows and 
understands these old "heavy iron" beasts.  I have manuals for the 28 KSR.

I also have a complete collection of Ham Radio magazine from Vol 1 Number 1 until they quit.  I have a mostly complete set of 
QST, with a few from the 1920s many from the 1930s, and most issues from the 1940s until today.   Many of the old size mags 
are in binders.  I will donate them to anybody who will preserve and curate the collection.  I just can't bear the thought of 
having them dumped into a land fill when I'm gone.  These are heavy and take up a lot of room.  I have them in two steel racks, 
which I'd like to keep. 

I have a nice FT-1000D that I would sell cheap but not donate (yet).  And a very clean Heathkit SB-220 that has not been turned 
on for 30 years (and the power supply has not been recapped, which is usually a good idea on older linears).  It may be time to 
sell soon.

I'd like to get rid of the QSTs,  Ham Radio Mags, and Teletypes as soon a possible.  I need the space.  Lots of parts and 
components can go now too.  The tower and rotator and Magnum can go any time a buyer turns up.  The other stuff can wait 
until after Christmas; no hurry there.

Anything there of interest to you or to the TRW Club or it's members?  I'm in Riverside; the address is good in QRZ.  My email is 
W6DX@att.net  and the Text/Voice number is 909-261-8126.  If you call that number, it automatically routes anybody NOT in 
my directory, to voice mail.  I never hear it ring: it's an  anti-telemarketing defense.  I do check for messages frequently, 
however.

https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1391947306462613554
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CrossTalks from the Past – November 1971

For fun, a page from W6TRW’s past.  See https://w6trw.com/crosstalk-newsletter/ for newsletters.

W6TRW Crosstalk April 2026

https://w6trw.com/wp-content/uploads/Crosstalk/1971/1971_11_W6TRW_Crosstalk.pdf

https://w6trw.com/crosstalk-newsletter/
https://w6trw.com/crosstalk-newsletter/
https://w6trw.com/crosstalk-newsletter/


W6TRW Club Members SHOW ‘N TELL 

W6TRW Club Members SHOW ‘N TELL / DYI / Maker / Activity Talks

At past and recent club meetings, we’ve had members of our club describe 

and/or demonstrate projects they have created or been involved in.  We’d like 

to  continue that tradition!  We’re all excited to hear what you’ve been doing.  

All you need to do is put together a few slides!  

If you’ve been building something interesting, or engaged in recent  ham radio 

adventures or volunteering, please send a reply to greg.shreve2@ngc.com, 

and we’ll get you on the agenda in 2026!  

Please REPLY if interested!

News and Announcements

W6TRW Swap Meet – Last Saturday of Every Month !
Our club puts on the largest monthly amateur radio swap meet in the Los 
Angeles area. The W6TRW Swap Meet has been held monthly for almost 40 
years. The W6TRW Swap Meet is well known throughout the western US and 
even the world! It is always held the last Saturday of every month, rain or 
shine, holiday or not, from 7:00 AM until 11:30 AM, in the R2 parking lot near 
the southeast corner of Aviation Blvd. and Marine Ave. where the cities of 
Redondo Beach, Manhattan Beach, and Hawthorne meet. Talk-in on 145.320 -
600 PL 114.8. 

If you wish to sell at the swap meet, please visit our swap meet sellers’ 
webpage for all the necessary information. 

Our Swap Meet Manager, Wendell KE6ASC, is always on the lookout for 
volunteers to help at the Swap Meet. If you'd like to get up early and help the 
club put on this important traditional activity, email Wendell at 
w6trwswapmeet@gmail.com to get more information. 

The next swap meet is the last Saturday of the month, from 7:00 am to 11:30 
AM. See you there! 
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News and Announcements

AMSAT - Amateur Radio in Space 

The number of active amateur radio satellites keeps increasing. Here is the current satellite status, 
making it easy to find satellites you may be able to hear:  https://www.amsat.org/status/.  For 
many satellites, the telemetry downlink or Morse code beacon is easy to receive with a simple 
dual-band VHF-UHF magmount antenna.  

If you have a VHF/UHF SDR (software defined radio) connected to your computer, you can see the 
Doppler shift of the signal on the waterfall display, as the satellite passes over.

To find out when a satellite will fly over your location, go to 
https://www.amsat.org/track/index.php.  Just put in your grid square or approximate latitude-
longitude.  One of the most reliable and easy downlinks is the ISS (International Space Station) on 
145.800 MHz.  

The next step is transmitting – making amateur contacts through the satellites.  AMSAT satellites 
for amateur communications: https://www.amsat.org/two-way-satellites/.  

Amateur Radio Contests - Calendar 

There are many amateur radio contests during the year, for the full range of different radio interest 
areas. Click here (WA7BNM’s Contest Calendar) for a listing of all the amateur radio contests.  

Just listening to contests is a great way to hear a lot of stations from all over the US and even all 
over the world – better than just randomly tuning on any given day, hoping to hear something.  

One popular contest is the ARRL January VHF Contest (The third or fourth full weekend in January ) 
and the  ARRL June VHF Contest and the September VHF Contest.  The VHF contests are easy and 
fun – just find your grid square at Amateur Radio Ham Radio Maidenhead Grid Square Locator and 
then key up your VHF/UHF FM radio on the calling frequencies – 146.52 MHz and 446.000 MHz.  
The calling frequencies 146.52, 146.55, and 146.58 are busy during the contest and you can make 
many contacts just by answering contest calls.  It’s a great way to check out your VHF/UHF radios!  

W6TRW Repeaters Now Playing Newsline & ARRL News

We’re putting a regularly scheduled rebroadcast of Amateur Radio Newsline ham radio news and 
the ARRL weekly news on the W6TRW repeaters on Wednesdays and Sundays at 9:00pm Pacific 
time! Newsline is a free service that produces a weekly report of important goings-on in the ham 
radio community and is a great way to stay in the loop on current ham radio topics. 

Take a listen and let us know what you think!

-- Shackmaster, Dylon N6MX
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W6TRW Repeaters and Nets

W6TRW Repeaters 

VHF 2 Meters • 145.320 MHz, Offset: -600 kHz, PL: 114.8 Hz; Located in Redondo Beach, CA • All-Star node 505680 
UHF 440 MHz • 447.000 MHz, Offset: -5 MHz, PL: 100.0 Hz; Located in Redondo Beach, CA • All-Star node 505681 
(Our VHF 145.320 MHz and UHF 447.000 MHz repeaters are linked – but may be disconnected for certain nets listed below)
UHF MotoTRBO DMR • 446.050 MHz, Offset: -5 MHz, Color Code: 2; Located in Redondo Beach, CA, Time Slot 1 Talk group 
3106 or Time slot 2 Talk Group 2 for Local Talk Group. 

Monday K6MBC Manhattan Beach MBCERT Net 

Weekly; Monday nights at 6 PM *except* first Monday of the month, on the W6TRW 447.000 MHz repeater

Monday Lomita and South Los Angeles DCS Net: Weekly 

Monday nights at 7:30 PM, on the W6TRW 145.320 MHz repeater

Tuesday Absolute Tech Net: Weekly 

We retransmit the weekly Absolute Tech Net on Tuesday afternoons at 4 PM Pacific time.  This is a great group of 
knowledgeable people who are enthusiastic to share their knowledge with others.  Please see the Absolute Tech Net web 
page for the many topics they have discussed, and upcoming topics.  

Wednesday W6TRW Emergency Communications Team (ECT) Net and Space News: Weekly 

The ECT net is held weekly Wednesdays starting between 12:00-12:15pm on our 145.320 MHz and 447.000 MHz repeaters. 
The whole net only takes about 10-15 minutes.  W6TRW ECT Chairman Greg WQ9P is net controller.  

The purpose of the net is to promote club participation and to increase the general awareness of hams to emergency 
communications resources. The net is open to all W6TRW members as well as any non-member visitors! 

Check-ins reply with their name and callsign, general location, and their radio communication capabilities at the time. 

During an actual emergency, the W6TRW 145.320 MHz repeater will be dedicated to DCS, and won’t be available for open 
use, but it will be very useful to monitor! The W6TRW 447.000 MHz repeater should be available and open for use during an 
actual emergency, so please save a memory in your radio for our 447.000MHz repeater!

* * * We have added Space News to the Wednesday noon net, with short articles and relevant background commentary by 
W6TRW member Chris N6FR.  

Wednesday Northrop Grumman HF Family Net 

Also at noon Pacific Time on Wednesday is a long-running Northrop Grumman net on 14.270 MHz. Northrop Grumman and 
TRW employees / retirees are welcome to check in and represent the West Coast!  

Newsline & ARRL Weekly News – Wednesday and Sunday
9:00 PM & 9:30 PM
News released every Friday
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The W6TRW Amateur Radio Club is a non-profit organization that started in the early 1960s.

The W6TRW Amateur Radio Club started as the TRW ARC and held the club call sign WB6WPO. The club 
became an ARRL Affiliated Club in 1971, and the club call sign was changed to W6TRW in 1974. The club was 
formed at the TRW facilities in Redondo Beach California comprised of employees of the aerospace company.

Our club station is located in Building S and includes 2 Yaesu FT-1000’s, Alpha 87a amplifier, and two towers 
with multiple HF antennas in Redondo Beach, California. We also have all-mode capability on 6m, 2m, 440, 
and 1.2 GHz. We have ATV, and satellite and packet stations.

W6TRW sponsors open repeaters on 2 meters and 440 MHz that serve the Los Angeles basin. We also have a 
Motorola MOTOTRBO Digital Repeater in Redondo Beach. IRLP node 7067 is connected to our open 440 
repeater and typically is connected to the Western Amateur Linking Association LAX Reflector 9350. Please 
visit our repeater page for more information!

The Amateur Radio Club (W6TRW) offers a full range of radio related activities, including contest operating 
events, community public service events, picnics and classes for those wishing to obtain their first license. 
Stop by the Amateur Radio Swap Meet on the last Saturday of the month in the R2 parking lot from 7:00-
11:30am – you’ll be surprised by what you will find. 

About Us – W6TRW

- 73 -
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Elected Officers:  
President (Dylon Mutz)
Vice President (Mike Hamada)
Treasurer (Carlos Villegas)
Secretary (Mark Knight)
NGRC Commissioner (Greg Madden)

Staff Officers:  
Banquet (Janice Miya)
Publicity Chair (Greg Shreve)
Training Chair (Chris Wachs)
QSL Manager (Craig Gullickson)
Librarian (Janice Miya)

Appointed Officers:  
Activities Chair (Janice Miya)
W6TRW Trustee (Chris Newton)
Technical Chair (Chris Wachs)
Swap Meet Manager (Wendell Young)
Membership Chair (Steve Dunlop)
ECT Coordinator (Greg Madden)
Web Master (Michael Bao)
Website Designer (Rich Sauer)
Equipment Chair (vacant)
S-Shack Master (Dylon Mutz)
Field Day Chair (Mark Knight)
Past President (Chris Wachs)

W6TRW Officers 2026
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The W6TRW Amateur Radio Club is one of 30 clubs within the Northrop 
Grumman Recreation Club (NGRC). All these clubs can be found on the 
company network wiki at NGRC - Space Park - ourWiki.  You might 
find a club that interests you!  

https://wiki.northgrum.com/wiki/NGRC_-_Space_Park
https://wiki.northgrum.com/wiki/NGRC_-_Space_Park
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