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W6TRW’s Winter Field Day 2026 was the best yet!  
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Monthly General Club Meeting

When: Monday, Mar 9th at 5:30 PM 

Where: Far Field Beer Company

4471 W Rosecrans Ave, Lawndale, CA 90250

This 12 May 2025 W6TRW Club Meeting will be IN-PERSON only, no Zoom.  

FREE PIZZA ☺ !   Buy drinks at the bar.  

See map, page 3

This is a social event, but feel free to bring a ham radio gadget for show ’n tell, if you want! 
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In-person W6TRW meetings - Map

Here is the map for the location of the Far Field Beer Company, 4471 W. Rosecrans Ave., 
Hawthorne.  Parking is limited, so it‘s suggested to park free in the Hawthorne Blvd median. 
It‘s a short walk to the venue. (No Zoom call-in – this is the W6TRW in-person social night!)
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3. PARTY

2. WALK

https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/701346731719131156/1362222725338366152
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/701346731719131156/1362222725338366152
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/701346731719131156/1362222725338366152
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/701346731719131156/1362222725338366152
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/701346731719131156/1362222725338366152
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/701346731719131156/1362222725338366152
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/701346731719131156/1362222725338366152
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W6TRW and Related Ham Radio Events

W6TRW members attending our events have already signed the NGRC Northrop Grumman 
Recreation Club addendum (liability, code of conduct, photo release) to our application form.  
Non-members who accept event invites will also need to sign the addendum at the event.  We’ll 
have copies available.  We’ll also have W6TRW membership forms.  

W6TRW Event Reminder

Find an Amateur Radio License Exam in Your Area or Online

ARRL Web Page for License Exams

W6TRW Swap Meet – Last 
Saturday of Every Month !
Our club puts on the largest monthly amateur 
radio swap meet in the Los Angeles area. It is 
always held the last Saturday of every month, rain 
or shine, holiday or not, from 7:00 AM until 11:30 
AM, in the R2 parking lot near the southeast 
corner of Aviation Blvd. and Marine Ave. where 
the cities of Redondo Beach, Manhattan Beach, 
and Hawthorne meet. Talk-in on 145.320 -600 PL 
114.8. 

W6TRW’s Monthly Swap Meet

W6TRW and W6SBA hold Amateur Radio Exams aka “VE Exams” the last Saturday of every month, 
same day as the Swap Meet, from 10:00 AM until noon in the S-Cafeteria building at the company 
campus.  Get your amateur radio license, or upgrade!  

W6TRW Monthly Amateur License Exams

Check into W6TRW’s weekly noon net on the W6TRW repeaters, 145.320 MHz or 447.000 MHz.  
Check out your radio, and ensure you can hear W6TRW’s repeaters in case of emergency.  

W6TRW Wednesday Noon Radio Net

https://www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-exam-session
https://w6trw.com/w6trw-amateur-radio-club-swap-meet/
https://w6trw.com/w6trw-amateur-radio-club-swap-meet/
https://w6trw.com/w6trw-amateur-radio-club-swap-meet/
https://w6trw.com/w6trw-amateur-radio-club-swap-meet/
https://w6trw.com/amateur-radio-license-testing/
https://w6trw.com/amateur-radio-license-testing/
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W6TRW and Related Ham Radio Events, cont’d

2026 SOTA Challenge

Although SOTA (Summits on the Air) is not a contest, every other year, some of the 

management team come up with a “challenge” to add to the fun. For 2026, the group has 

decided on a challenge where activators and chasers use SSB or CW on 2m and 70cm 

bands. This challenge is a great opportunity to exercise your weak signal all-mode VHF-UHF 

radios and operating skills.  This challenge lasts through all of 2026.  

Frequency Band: 2m or 70cm  Modes: SSB or CW (no FM)

Scoring For Activators: Your score will be 1pt/km for each QSO with a unique callsign (per 

summit) activated within the year, multiplied by the number of unique summits activated.

Scoring For Chasers: Your score will be 1pt/km for each QSO with a unique callsign (per 

summit) chased within the year, multiplied by the number of unique summits chased.

Use of satellites: Approved

https://w6sota.org/web/2026/01/01/2026-sota-challenge/

You can contact Drew N7DA on our W6TRW Discord for more info or operating tips.  

ARRL America 250 Worked All States Award

Join ARRL in Celebrating America’s 250th – On the Air!

In 2026, ARRL is commemorating America’s 250th birthday with a yearlong on-the-air celebration: 
the America250 Worked All States (WAS) Award. Running from January 1 through December 31, 
2026, this special operating event challenges amateurs of all license classes to contact all 50 US 
states and confirm those QSOs via ARRL’s Logbook of The World (LoTW). Modeled after the classic 
WAS Award, America250 WAS encourages activity across nearly every band — from LF through 
microwaves — and on CW, phone, and digital, culminating in a commemorative, frame-worthy WAS 
certificate.
 

Participants can pursue America250 WAS in many ways, with endorsements recognizing 
achievements by band, by mode, Triple Play (all three modes), by satellite, by contacting ARRL 
Affiliated Club Stations in all 50 states, and by contacting W1AW/portable in all 50 states. 
Throughout 2026, the iconic W1AW call sign will be “loaned” to stations nationwide, activating each 
state twice during the year. All confirmations are handled through LoTW, making it easy to track 
progress and apply for awards and endorsements.

ARRL members can read all the details in the Jan/Feb 2026 issue of On the Air magazine.
 

https://w6sota.org/web/2026/01/01/2026-sota-challenge/
https://w6sota.org/web/2026/01/01/2026-sota-challenge/
https://w6sota.org/web/2026/01/01/2026-sota-challenge/
https://w6sota.org/web/2026/01/01/2026-sota-challenge/
https://w6sota.org/web/2026/01/01/2026-sota-challenge/
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1062424781191909486
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNTIzMDMzJnA9MSZ1PTUyNjIwMDE5MiZsaT00MTEwNzE3Ng/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNTIzMDMzJnA9MSZ1PTUyNjIwMDE5MiZsaT00MTEwNzE3Ng/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNTIzMDMzJnA9MSZ1PTUyNjIwMDE5MiZsaT00MTEwNzE3Nw/index.html
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Winter Field Day 2026 Report

[continued next page]

“Winter Field Day” (WFD), the last weekend in January, is an annual radio exercise 
complementing the ARRL annual Field Day in June, to provide a weather-challenged field 
scenario for hams to set up short-notice emergency-type radio operations over a weekend.  In 
the beach cities of Southern California, WFD feels not much different than ARRL’s summer June 
Field Day; while the rest of the U.S. had single digit temperatures for WFD in January, W6TRW 
had it rough, too – our temperature slipped slightly below 50F overnight .  BRRRR!  

2026 is the third year that W6TRW has fielded a team to participate in WFD.  For us, WFD 2026 
was successful and outstanding on all fronts.  We had a record 55+ participants and attendees, 
communicated on 15 (!) amateur radio bands enabled by multiple microwave stations, and we 
livestreamed several hours of the event via Starlink, which is becoming a W6TRW Field Day 
tradition.  The W6TRW team has a well-implemented power strategy and capability, using 
exclusively battery and solar power for all radio stations including 100W transmitters, further 
building up our QRO field experience for the coming solar minimum years.  

National rankings won't be out for a few months at least, but here's a historical look-back to 
show how much our team has grown! 
• 2024 - 362 QSOs, 13 multiplier, 5068 total score 
• 2025 - 240 QSOs, 18 multiplier, 8640 total score 
• 2026 - 855 QSOs, 25 multiplier, 24550 total score

This extraordinary success is due to a combination of masterful planning and orchestration by 
Field Day Chairman Mark KD7DTS and the absolutely tireless dedication once again of the 
expanding core W6TRW Field Day team, whose radio operations are now down to a science.  

W6TRW Past President Chris WA2KDL helps set 
up an end-fed random wire antenna for W6QR.

Proof that we submitted our WFD 2026 logs !

https://winterfieldday.org/


W6TRW Crosstalk March 2026 7

Winter Field Day 2026 Report, cont’d

[continued next page]

Steve KN6YDX has a few radios on 
his belt.  What band do you want?

W6TRW’s Winter Field Day tent city, made to withstand the grueling overnight winter 
temperatures of 50 to 60F in Redondo Beach, a mile from the Pacific Ocean.  

Chris N6FR making contacts.

Ammed KN6STX making contacts.

Steve KN6YDX operates 220 MHz.  

Many photos on the following pages!
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Winter Field Day 2026 Report, cont’d

[continued next page]

Tony KC6QHP brings an armada of handheld 
radios, covering 220, 900 and 1296 MHz.  

Putting up the hex beam antenna.  Doug WA6RLR’s satellite antenna 
with homebrew AZ-EL tracker, a 
veteran of numerous Field Days.  

Doug WA6RLR, elite satellite operator !  

Solar cells (about 500W) keep the 
batteries charged while the QRO 100W 

transmitters drain them.  

The Goodyear blimp views us from above.  
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Winter Field Day 2026 Report, cont’d

[continued next page]

Don KD6UMC preparing to make contacts on 
2m using an HT and a J-pole antenna.

Devin W6DVN and Becky W6BKY 

Hex beam triplexer and W6TRW’s 
workhorse band isolation filters.  

The WFD crew hard at work scoring points.  

Raising an inverted V dipole antenna.
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Winter Field Day 2026 Report, cont’d

[continued next page]

Josh KI6NAZ Ham Radio Crash Course (HRCC) livestreamed our 
2026 comfy, sunny Winter Field Day via Starlink!

8,023 views Streamed live on Jan 24, 2026 #hamradio #HRCC #amateurradio
Live from W6TRW Winter Field Day. We have 14 bands on the air!

Livestreaming our Winter Field Day on Josh KI6NAZ’s HRCC Ham Radio Crash Course YouTube channel.  
From left to right: Umesh KK6TXI, Mark KD7DTS and Josh KI6NAZ.  

We’ve gotten good at livestreaming our field 
events via Starlink, even from the remote 
location of our 2025 ARRL Field Day in 
Campo Alto Campground, Los Padres 
National Forest.  

[Starlink Lesson Learned in WFD 2026:  Until 
now, our outdoor radio events have been 
QRP, 5-10 watts, and we’ve streamed via 
Starlink without a problem.  For WFD, we 
used QRO 100W.  The Starlink terminal did 
not like the high power RFI induced on its 
power supply wires.  We needed to use 
short (< 2 foot) power wires to the power 
source, to get on the air with Starlink.]  

Josh KI6NAZ livestreaming to his HRCC followers.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSin4Y82AhI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSin4Y82AhI
https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/hamradio
https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/hrcc
https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/amateurradio
https://www.youtube.com/live/ZdLG4CYfAsU
https://maps.google.com/maps?z=10&t=m&q=Campo%20Alto%20Campground,%20Los%20Padres%20National%20Forest
https://maps.google.com/maps?z=10&t=m&q=Campo%20Alto%20Campground,%20Los%20Padres%20National%20Forest
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Winter Field Day 2026 Report, cont’d

The remote microwave crew making contacts 
with operators at the Wilderness Park site.

Tony KC6QHP pretends to make a 122 GHz contact handheld.

The microwave crew!

Dr Doug K6JEY (right) operated the microwave stations at the W6TRW WFD site.  
Pragti KO6LOQ (left) logged the microwave contacts and made contacts as well.  

Doug K6JEY makes a 122 GHz 
contact after precise aiming.  

[continued next page]
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Winter Field Day 2026 Report, cont’d

[continued next page]

From Doug K6JEY:  “Thanks to several W6TRW members and friends, we were able to activate 
220, 900, 1200, 10368, 120,000 (122GHz) and the 24192MHz bands for Winter Field Day. We 
had Helen KI6LQV, Doug K6JEY, Tony KC6QHP, Mike WB6DJI, Brian AB6UI, Pragti KO6LOQ, Dylon 
N6MX, and others helping out. 

“The missile radar position at Wilderness Park gave a good view down Prospect Ave., where the 
remote stations lined up about a mile away, and everyone took turns making contacts. Helen 
and Doug used 220MHz for a liaison frequency and it was all done, all contacts made, in about 
20 minutes.  It was fun, the weather was great and we could see part of Catalina Is. and maybe 
Santa Barbara Is.  We all agreed it would be fun to do again next year.”   

Mike WB6DJI de K6JEY:  “I thought I'd write you and thank you for such a great effort on Winter 
FD. We did it! 15 bands. Thanks so much for contributing and operating. It all worked out very 
well. It was also a good exhibit for other club members to see what microwaves are really like. 
Folks were really impressed. Several were in disbelief that we could actually communicate on 
those frequencies - especially 122GHz . I think that it was cool that it really wasn't that unusual 
for us. We are all old timers on the bands. It was for others and that was extra good. Again, 
thank you for an excellent effort. I think we really added to the overall effort and score. And it 
was fun.”   

Doug K6JEY de WB6DJI,
“Yes, it was fun; I’m building two Ruby 47GHz Rovers here now for the next Field Day !
So next time we can make it 16+ Bands for W6TRW 
WFD !”
Mike
WB6DJI

 

Tony KC6QHP packed and ready 
for a microwave expedition.

Microwave designer extraordinaire, Mike WB6DJI, used his 
compact, self-contained Ruby 10 GHz radio for the remote link.  
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Bill W6QR racked up hundreds of CW contacts.  
Chris N6FR made many digital HF contacts 
with his well-optimized Field Day station.

[continued next page]

Winter Field Day 2026 Report, cont’d

Devin W6DVN makes nighttime contacts using his 
venerable Icom 706 and his big collection of DeWalt 

20V Max batteries, converted to 13.8V.

Other operators observe the drama as Josh 
KI6NAZ makes a late-night CW contact.  

Nightime Ops

Came the dawn, and operators like Emery 
KE8ZEG were once again burning up the bands.  
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Winter Field Day 2026 Report, cont’d

Emery KE8ZEG never gives up, chasing that elusive and challenging handheld satellite contact, day and night.  

And enough food was brought and prepared to feed the army of W6TRW operators, helpers and observers!  

Photos by KD7DTS, KN6YDX, KI6IPS, W6BKY, KE6YEX.  Hope I didn’t forget anyone.  Thanks so much !  

###

Wrapping Up !



W6TRW Crosstalk March 2026 15

My New Favorite Portable Antenna

Bill Shanney, W6QR

For several years now my favorite portable antenna is a 17’ whip up 3’ on a tripod with 2 

resonant radials. Last year I replaced the radials with a Faraday cloth counterpoise (example) 

which permitted operation on 20-10M without changing the radials.

This configuration is easily tuned by adjusting the whip length for a low VSWR, and no trip 

hazard in local parks.

Late last year Chameleon introduced the FSR radials. This consists of two 20’ cloth covered 

faraday cloth strips with grommets to make contacts.

The strips are normally configured in a symmetric cross under the vertical whip. A stud is 

provided to connect the center grommets to the whip base. I achieved excellent results on 20-

10M with the 17’ whip and using a 40M loading coil the VSWR was 2.3:1 on 40M, useful in a 

pinch. With my 25’ whip plus loading coil the VSWR was 1.7:1.

I recently went out and connected the radials in a series configuration, two 20’ radials.

The 17’ whip plus 40M coil had a 1.5:1 VSWR minimum, <2:1 across the 40M band. The 25’ 

whip plus 40M loading coil had a 1.2:1 VSWR minimum and less than 1.4:1 across the entire 

band. The 25’ whip also has a very low VSWR on 30M without the coil. I don’t plan to use this 

configuration for 40M daytime operation since the radiation angle is too low for local contacts, 

but if I ever go out at night I wouldn’t hesitate

The FSR radials roll up into a small volume and are easy to pack. The cloth appears to be very 

durable so I don’t worry about someone walking over it. Setup and teardown times are the 

same as for the wire radials. I’ve been using a REZ Scout base for my whip and it integrates 

very well with the FSR ground post.

Portable Antenna Upgrade – Tech Article

###

https://www.amazon.com/XLKIB-Faraday-，Faraday-Grade，Faraday-Bluetooth/dp/B0CQYQH61D
https://chameleonantenna.com/products/cha-fsr
https://www.dxengineering.com/parts/rez-scout
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Bouvet Island DXpedition 3YØK
 www.3y0k.com

An international team of courageous amateur radio operators will land on Bouvet Island, a Norwegian 
overseas territory lying in the South Atlantic Ocean, with 93% of its surface covered by ice and snow. It 
sets the record as the Most Remote Uninhabited Island on Earth and currently ranks #10 on the Most 
Wanted DXCC listing at ClubLog.

The3YØK DXpedition team departed Cape Town, South Africa on February 21 aboard the Danish-
registered vessel Argus, beginning the 1,500 nautical mile journey to Bouvet Island. The group of 24 
operators expects to arrive February 27, after slowing down due to bad weather. The Argus completed 
maintenance work prior to her arrival in Cape Town, ensuring full readiness for the voyage. Last week, 
the expedition helicopter was loaded, inspected, and secured on deck. Both the vessel and the aircraft 
have successfully passed all required inspections. 
  
“We appreciate the strong commitment demonstrated by the pilots, mechanic, expedition guides, and 
vessel crew as we move forward together as one team to make this a successful expedition,” said 3YØK 
Pilot James Gallo, KB2FMH.
 
Operating as 3YØK, the team will attempt to give as many ATNOs as possible and be active in all 
amateur radio bands from 10 to 160m. We will direct our attention to human modes of CW & SSB but 
will also be active in FT8, RTTY and QO-100 satellite with up to 12 operating stations. We have secured 
the necessary permit to land on Bouvet Island by helicopter, issued by the Norwegian Polar Institute. 
We are scheduled to be on and around the island for up to 21 days. The helicopter will assist us in 
bringing ashore a significant amount of equipment to set up a camp with two radio tents – one on the 
lower area of Cape Fie, and the other on the upper area with better take off to NA. Upper camp will 
focus on working NA.

The logistics behind this project are complex and require a budget of $1.65M. Most of the money will be 
used to pay for the services offered by the icebreaker and its crew, the helicopter with its two pilots and 
one mechanic, as well as the fuel for both. 

The 2026 ARRL International DX Contest (Phone/SSB) takes place from 0000 UTC on Saturday, March 
7, to 2359 UTC on Sunday, March 8, 2026. This event encourages worldwide amateur radio operators to 
contact stations in the US and Canada (W/VE) on HF/MF bands, with DX stations exchanging signal 
reports and power, while W/VE stations exchange signal reports and state/province. 

Objective: W/VE stations work DX; DX stations work W/VE. This contest is a major opportunity to work 
new DX entities and increase DXCC totals. The contest is renowned for high activity, with DX stations 
often pointing their antennas toward North America, making it a prime opportunity for even modest 
stations to work new countries. 

Relevant Recent ARRL News

###

ARRL DX Contest March 7-8, 2026

http://www.3y0k.com/
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=289
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Classified Ads

Amateur Radio Ads 
If you have ham equipment to sell, please send the info to Greg KE6YEX as a reply to the Newsletter 
email, or go to our W6TRW Discord For Sale page; thanks!  

Bill W6QR is selling a W2IHY 8 Band Audio EQ and Noise Gate $200. Begali CW Machine keyer $200. Large trailer hitch mount 
HF screwdriver antenna. Manual frequency adjustment. Free to a good home. Pickup only. If interested, please contact Bill on 
our W6TRW Discord page, or reply to me at the W6TRW monthly newsletter email (greg.shreve2@ngc.com).

Premium wattmeter for sale. 10MHz to 18GHz 200mw. Anritsu dual sensor meter 
ML2438A, cables, two MA 2442A sensors and users manual. My lab standard. For sale 
$1200. Excellent shape. The sensors are thermocouple types that go down to -75 DBm, 
very broad range. 

Also selling a single channel Anritsu ML2437 power meter, cable and MA2422B head., 
$600. I also have two 6-1/2 digit and 5-1/2 digit DMMs available. Doug K6JEY 

For sale: LNR Precision LD-11, 160m-6m, all mode QRP HF radio $650, or make me an offer. Images  Kurt K6GG

Doug K6JEY — 12/5/25, 6:29 PM  I'm going to have some used stuff for sale at next week's meeting. 
Tiny SA 405 $100
Keysight n9912 FieldFox, 4 GHz, modules 230 104 111 303 235, Has a bag and quick ref manual, lots of accessories $3,000
Agilent 4410a 6-1/2 digit DMM $400
Siglint SDM 3045x 4-1/2 digit DMM, data logging $250

4.

W6TRW Swap Meet – You don’t have to wait for years of ham gear to 
accumulate in your garage before you are faced with the challenge of trying to 
unload it all at once!  You can sell fractions of your used equipment any month, 
at W6TRW’s monthly Swap Meet in Redondo Beach.  It’s a win-win for you and 
for buyers!  

https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1391947306462613554
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666
mailto:greg.shreve2@ngc.com
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1391947306462613554
mailto:drzarkof56@yahoo.com
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1402339879656099993
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1402339879656099993
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1402339879656099993
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1402339879656099993
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1402339879656099993
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1402339879656099993
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/701346731719131156/1446690060945588327
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/701346731719131156/1446690060945588327
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/701346731719131156/1446690060945588327
https://w6trw.com/w6trw-amateur-radio-club-swap-meet
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Classified Ads, cont’d

Amateur Radio Ads 
If you have ham equipment to sell, please send the info to Greg KE6YEX as a reply to the Newsletter 
email, or go to our W6TRW Discord For Sale page; thanks!  

4.

Ham Radio Items for sale cheap by Barrie W6DX
I'm Barrie Britton, W6DX. I'm a long-time ham and a retired Boeing electronic engineer. I'm reaching out to you now because I 
need some help "downsizing" my shack and garages of excess ham stuff.  I've been licensed since 1958, and I'm 84 years old.  I 
need to get rid of a lot of ham gear that I'll never use, and parts for projects that I'll never start, let alone finish.  

I have some older test equipment, lots of components, and "stuff" and a couple of beam antennas that are taking up space in 
my garage and my life--there's a Hy-Gain TH6, a KLM 2-el 40 meter, and another tribander that I may get rid of also.  Lots of 
"things" in the shack.  My junk-box runneth over.   All this stuff will be FREE to anybody who wants it.

I also have a Magnum 44, six element 20 meter monobander on a 44 foot boom, designed by Tom Rauch, W8JI.   There's an 
Orion 2800 heavy duty rotator and a four-section motorized tower built by U.S. Towers.  I'd like to sell these three as a 
package, but very cheap.  The tower was about $8 K new, the Magnum 44 around $3 K, and the Orion 2800 was about 3K.   
These are all down and on  the ground, but the lucky owner will need to arrange transportation.  

I have three Teletype machines: a Model 15, a model 28 KSR, and a Model 28 typing reperf.  Plus a loop supply for the set, and 
there's also a Model 43 Teletype that's an 8-bit ASCII machine and not used for ham stuff  very much.  They all used to work  
but after 20 years of sitting, all bets are off.  These will be free to a loving home.  They really need somebody who knows and 
understands these old "heavy iron" beasts.  I have manuals for the 28 KSR.

I also have a complete collection of Ham Radio magazine from Vol 1 Number 1 until they quit.  I have a mostly complete set of 
QST, with a few from the 1920s many from the 1930s, and most issues from the 1940s until today.   Many of the old size mags 
are in binders.  I will donate them to anybody who will preserve and curate the collection.  I just can't bear the thought of 
having them dumped into a land fill when I'm gone.  These are heavy and take up a lot of room.  I have them in two steel racks, 
which I'd like to keep. 

I have a nice FT-1000D that I would sell cheap but not donate (yet).  And a very clean Heathkit SB-220 that has not been turned 
on for 30 years (and the power supply has not been recapped, which is usually a good idea on older linears).  It may be time to 
sell soon.

I'd like to get rid of the QSTs,  Ham Radio Mags, and Teletypes as soon a possible.  I need the space.  Lots of parts and 
components can go now too.  The tower and rotator and Magnum can go any time a buyer turns up.  The other stuff can wait 
until after Christmas; no hurry there.

Anything there of interest to you or to the TRW Club or it's members?  I'm in Riverside; the address is good in QRZ.  My email is 
W6DX@att.net  and the Text/Voice number is 909-261-8126.  If you call that number, it automatically routes anybody NOT in 
my directory, to voice mail.  I never hear it ring: it's an  anti-telemarketing defense.  I do check for messages frequently, 
however.

https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1391947306462613554


W6TRW Discord Channel
Did you know W6TRW has an active online discussion of ham radio adventures, 
build projects, and event planning? This is an excellent way to keep up with hot 
topics in the club.  If you haven't already, please join your fellow club members 
on Discord; send email to Dylon dylon.mutz@gmail.com or Mark 
Mark.Knight@ngc.com to get an invitation.

Recent posts on the W6TRW Discord:  
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Mark KD7DTS — 1/26/26, 7:08 AM
National rankings won’t be out for a few months 
at least, but here's a historical look-back to show 
how much our team has grown! 

2024 - 362 QSOs, 13 multiplier, 5068 total score 
2025 - 240 QSOs, 18 multiplier, 8640 total score 
2026 - 855 QSOs, 25 multiplier, 24550 total score

Drew N7DA — 1/24/26, 1:57 PM
also recently sighted on reddit: a 
friend of Tony's

Tony KC6QHP — 
1/22/26, 11:00 PM

The HTs are charged and 

ready (220, 900, 1200 

left to right)

122 GHz ready to go also

mailto:dylon.mutz@gmail.com
mailto:Mark.Knight@ngc.com
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CrossTalks from the Past – October 2002

For fun, a page from W6TRW’s past.  See https://w6trw.com/crosstalk-newsletter/ for newsletters.

W6TRW Crosstalk March 2026

https://w6trw.com/wp-content/uploads/Crosstalk/2002/2002_10_W6TRW_Crosstalk.pdf

https://w6trw.com/crosstalk-newsletter/
https://w6trw.com/crosstalk-newsletter/
https://w6trw.com/crosstalk-newsletter/
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W6TRW Swap Meet Flyer



W6TRW Club Members SHOW ‘N TELL 

W6TRW Club Members SHOW ‘N TELL / DYI / Maker / Activity Talks

At past and recent club meetings, we’ve had members of our club describe 

and/or demonstrate projects they have created or been involved in.  We’d like 

to  continue that tradition!  We’re all excited to hear what you’ve been doing.  

All you need to do is put together a few slides!  

If you’ve been building something interesting, or engaged in recent  ham radio 

adventures or volunteering, please send a reply to greg.shreve2@ngc.com, 

and we’ll get you on the agenda in 2026!  

Please REPLY if interested!

News and Announcements

W6TRW Swap Meet – Last Saturday of Every Month !
Our club puts on the largest monthly amateur radio swap meet in the Los 
Angeles area. The W6TRW Swap Meet has been held monthly for almost 40 
years. The W6TRW Swap Meet is well known throughout the western US and 
even the world! It is always held the last Saturday of every month, rain or 
shine, holiday or not, from 7:00 AM until 11:30 AM, in the R2 parking lot near 
the southeast corner of Aviation Blvd. and Marine Ave. where the cities of 
Redondo Beach, Manhattan Beach, and Hawthorne meet. Talk-in on 145.320 -
600 PL 114.8. 

If you wish to sell at the swap meet, please visit our swap meet sellers’ 
webpage for all the necessary information. 

Our Swap Meet Manager, Wendell KE6ASC, is always on the lookout for 
volunteers to help at the Swap Meet. If you'd like to get up early and help the 
club put on this important traditional activity, email Wendell at 
w6trwswapmeet@gmail.com to get more information. 

The next swap meet is the last Saturday of the month, from 7:00 am to 11:30 
AM. See you there! 
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mailto:greg.shreve2@ngc.com
https://w6trw.com/w6trw-amateur-radio-club-swap-meet/
https://w6trw.com/selling-at-the-swap-meet/
https://w6trw.com/selling-at-the-swap-meet/
mailto:w6trwswapmeet@gmail.com


News and Announcements

AMSAT - Amateur Radio in Space 

The number of active amateur radio satellites keeps increasing. Here is the current satellite status, 
making it easy to find satellites you may be able to hear:  https://www.amsat.org/status/.  For 
many satellites, the telemetry downlink or Morse code beacon is easy to receive with a simple 
dual-band VHF-UHF magmount antenna.  

If you have a VHF/UHF SDR (software defined radio) connected to your computer, you can see the 
Doppler shift of the signal on the waterfall display, as the satellite passes over.

To find out when a satellite will fly over your location, go to 
https://www.amsat.org/track/index.php.  Just put in your grid square or approximate latitude-
longitude.  One of the most reliable and easy downlinks is the ISS (International Space Station) on 
145.800 MHz.  

The next step is transmitting – making amateur contacts through the satellites.  AMSAT satellites 
for amateur communications: https://www.amsat.org/two-way-satellites/.  

Amateur Radio Contests - Calendar 

There are many amateur radio contests during the year, for the full range of different radio interest 
areas. Click here (WA7BNM’s Contest Calendar) for a listing of all the amateur radio contests.  

Just listening to contests is a great way to hear a lot of stations from all over the US and even all 
over the world – better than just randomly tuning on any given day, hoping to hear something.  

One popular contest is the ARRL January VHF Contest (The third or fourth full weekend in January ) 
and the  ARRL June VHF Contest and the September VHF Contest.  The VHF contests are easy and 
fun – just find your grid square at Amateur Radio Ham Radio Maidenhead Grid Square Locator and 
then key up your VHF/UHF FM radio on the calling frequencies – 146.52 MHz and 446.000 MHz.  
The calling frequencies 146.52, 146.55, and 146.58 are busy during the contest and you can make 
many contacts just by answering contest calls.  It’s a great way to check out your VHF/UHF radios!  

W6TRW Repeaters Now Playing Newsline & ARRL News

We’re putting a regularly scheduled rebroadcast of Amateur Radio Newsline ham radio news and 
the ARRL weekly news on the W6TRW repeaters on Wednesdays and Sundays at 9:00pm Pacific 
time! Newsline is a free service that produces a weekly report of important goings-on in the ham 
radio community and is a great way to stay in the loop on current ham radio topics. 

Take a listen and let us know what you think!

-- Shackmaster, Dylon N6MX
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W6TRW Repeaters and Nets

W6TRW Repeaters 

VHF 2 Meters • 145.320 MHz, Offset: -600 kHz, PL: 114.8 Hz; Located in Redondo Beach, CA • All-Star node 505680 
UHF 440 MHz • 447.000 MHz, Offset: -5 MHz, PL: 100.0 Hz; Located in Redondo Beach, CA • All-Star node 505681 
(Our VHF 145.320 MHz and UHF 447.000 MHz repeaters are linked – but may be disconnected for certain nets listed below)
UHF MotoTRBO DMR • 446.050 MHz, Offset: -5 MHz, Color Code: 2; Located in Redondo Beach, CA, Time Slot 1 Talk group 
3106 or Time slot 2 Talk Group 2 for Local Talk Group. 

Monday K6MBC Manhattan Beach MBCERT Net 

Weekly; Monday nights at 6 PM *except* first Monday of the month, on the W6TRW 447.000 MHz repeater

Monday Lomita and South Los Angeles DCS Net: Weekly 

Monday nights at 7:30 PM, on the W6TRW 145.320 MHz repeater

Tuesday Absolute Tech Net: Weekly 

We retransmit the weekly Absolute Tech Net on Tuesday afternoons at 4 PM Pacific time.  This is a great group of 
knowledgeable people who are enthusiastic to share their knowledge with others.  Please see the Absolute Tech Net web 
page for the many topics they have discussed, and upcoming topics.  

Wednesday W6TRW Emergency Communications Team (ECT) Net: Weekly 

The ECT net is held weekly Wednesdays starting between 12:00-12:15pm on our 145.320 MHz and 447.000 MHz repeaters. 
The whole net only takes about 10-15 minutes. 

The purpose of the net is to promote club participation and to increase the general awareness of hams to emergency 
communications resources. The net is open to all W6TRW members as well as any non-member visitors! 

Check-ins reply with their name and callsign, general location, and their radio communication capabilities at the time. 

During an actual emergency, the W6TRW 145.320 MHz repeater will be dedicated to DCS, and won’t be available for open 
use, but it will be very useful to monitor! The W6TRW 447.000 MHz repeater should be available and open for use during an 
actual emergency, so please save a memory in your radio for our 447.000MHz repeater!

Wednesday Northrop Grumman HF Family Net 

Also at noon Pacific Time on Wednesday is a long-running Northrop Grumman net on 14.270 MHz. Northrop Grumman and 
TRW employees / retirees are welcome to check in and represent the West Coast!

Thursday Space Net 

Our W6TRW 145.320 MHz and 447.000 MHz repeaters host the long-running Space and Information Net every Thursday 
evening at 7:00 PM. Ronnie N6SHI (Space Hams International) is the net controller, taking check-ins and providing the best of 
the weekly space news, launches, and visual flyovers. Tune in and check in!!

Newsline & ARRL Weekly News – Wednesday and Sunday
9:00 PM & 9:30 PM
News released every Friday
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(NOW part of the weekly Wednesday noon ECT Net !!)

https://w6trw.com/repeaters/
https://www.absolutetech.org/
https://www.absolutetech.org/upcoming.htm
https://www.absolutetech.org/upcoming.htm


The W6TRW Amateur Radio Club is a non-profit organization that started in the early 1960s.

The W6TRW Amateur Radio Club started as the TRW ARC and held the club call sign WB6WPO. The club 
became an ARRL Affiliated Club in 1971, and the club call sign was changed to W6TRW in 1974. The club was 
formed at the TRW facilities in Redondo Beach California comprised of employees of the aerospace company.

Our club station is located in Building S and includes 2 Yaesu FT-1000’s, Alpha 87a amplifier, and two towers 
with multiple HF antennas in Redondo Beach, California. We also have all-mode capability on 6m, 2m, 440, 
and 1.2 GHz. We have ATV, and satellite and packet stations.

W6TRW sponsors open repeaters on 2 meters and 440 MHz that serve the Los Angeles basin. We also have a 
Motorola MOTOTRBO Digital Repeater in Redondo Beach. IRLP node 7067 is connected to our open 440 
repeater and typically is connected to the Western Amateur Linking Association LAX Reflector 9350. Please 
visit our repeater page for more information!

The Amateur Radio Club (W6TRW) offers a full range of radio related activities, including contest operating 
events, community public service events, picnics and classes for those wishing to obtain their first license. 
Stop by the Amateur Radio Swap Meet on the last Saturday of the month in the R2 parking lot from 7:00-
11:30am – you’ll be surprised by what you will find. 

About Us – W6TRW

- 73 -
25

Elected Officers:  
President (Dylon Mutz)
Vice President (Mike Hamada)
Treasurer (Carlos Villegas)
Secretary (Mark Knight)
NGRC Commissioner (Greg Madden)

Staff Officers:  
Banquet (Janice Miya)
Publicity Chair (Greg Shreve)
Training Chair (Chris Wachs)
QSL Manager (Craig Gullickson)
Librarian (Janice Miya)

Appointed Officers:  
Activities Chair (Janice Miya)
W6TRW Trustee (Chris Newton)
Technical Chair (Chris Wachs)
Swap Meet Manager (Wendell Young)
Membership Chair (Steve Dunlop)
ECT Coordinator (Greg Madden)
Web Master (Michael Bao)
Website Designer (Rich Sauer)
Equipment Chair (vacant)
S-Shack Master (Dylon Mutz)
Field Day Chair (Mark Knight)
Past President (Chris Wachs)

W6TRW Officers 2025
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The W6TRW Amateur Radio Club is one of 30 clubs within the Northrop 
Grumman Recreation Club (NGRC). All these clubs can be found on the 
company network wiki at NGRC - Space Park - ourWiki.  You might 
find a club that interests you!  

https://wiki.northgrum.com/wiki/NGRC_-_Space_Park
https://wiki.northgrum.com/wiki/NGRC_-_Space_Park
https://wiki.northgrum.com/wiki/NGRC_-_Space_Park
https://wiki.northgrum.com/wiki/NGRC_-_Space_Park
https://wiki.northgrum.com/wiki/NGRC_-_Space_Park
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