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Monthly General Club Meeting

Speaker Topic for This Month:
“Stop Waiting, Start Transmitting: 
How I Got Started in Ham Radio”

Ashley LaGue , KO6BKR 

When: Tuesday, February 10th at 5:30 PM 

Where: S Cafeteria & Virtual Meeting on Zoom
The 2025 W6TRW Club Meetings are being held as hybrid in-person & virtual via Zoom. 
In-person meetings take place in the Northrop Grumman Cafeteria (see map, page 3). 

For Zoom, click on the link below on your computer, tablet, or smartphone. 
Same meeting link every month, 2nd Tuesday of every month, 5:30 PM Pacific Time.

FREE PIZZA ☺ !

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82794654895 

Phone dial-in: 1 669 900 6833, Meeting ID: 827 9465 4895  

Ashley LaGue was first licensed as a technician operator in 
September 2023, obtaining her General license a year and 
a half later. Ashley obtained a bachelors in Biochemistry at 
California State University, Fullerton. Presently, she is 
employed at an aerospace company in Southern California 
as a Configuration Analyst. She loves the outdoors, 
photography, and any ocean-related activities. 

Our guest speaker for the February meeting will be W6TRW member Ashley 
LaGue (KO6BKR). Her talk this month will include sharing how she got involved in 
ham radio, encourage newer ham operators to get started and get involved in a 
ham radio club/community, as well as showcase some of her completed projects 
(i.e, mobile setup and HF go-box) and share her planned future projects.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82794654895


In-person W6TRW meetings - Map
Here is the map for the location of the Northrop Grumman Cafeteria.  This building is in the 
NG Space Park campus, in the northwest corner of Redondo Beach.  
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W6TRW and Related Ham Radio Events

2026 SOTA Challenge
Although SOTA (Summits on the Air) is not a contest, every other year, some of the 
management team come up with a “challenge” to add to the fun. For 2026, the group has 
decided on a challenge where activators and chasers use SSB or CW on 2m and 70cm 
bands. This challenge is a great opportunity to exercise your weak signal all-mode VHF-UHF 
radios and operating skills.  This challenge lasts through all of 2026.  

Frequency Band: 2m or 70cm  Modes: SSB or CW (no FM)
Scoring For Activators: Your score will be 1pt/km for each QSO with a unique callsign (per 
summit) activated within the year, multiplied by the number of unique summits activated.
Scoring For Chasers: Your score will be 1pt/km for each QSO with a unique callsign (per 
summit) chased within the year, multiplied by the number of unique summits chased.
Use of satellites: Approved

https://w6sota.org/web/2026/01/01/2026-sota-challenge/
You can contact Drew N7DA on our W6TRW Discord for more info or operating tips.  

W6TRW members attending our events have already signed the NGRC Northrop Grumman 
Recreation Club addendum (liability, code of conduct, photo release) to our application form.  
Non-members who accept event invites will also need to sign the addendum at the event.  We’ll 
have copies available.  We’ll also have W6TRW membership forms.  

W6TRW Event Reminder

Find an Amateur Radio License Exam in Your Area or Online

ARRL Web Page for License Exams

To encourage W/VE stations to expand knowledge of DX propagation on the HF and MF bands, 
improve operating skills, and improve station capability by creating a competition in which DX 
stations may only contact W/VE stations.
https://contests.arrl.org/dxcw/   2026 Dates: 0000Z, Feb 21 - 2359Z, Feb 22

International DX CW Contest

[continued next page]

https://w6sota.org/web/2026/01/01/2026-sota-challenge/
https://w6sota.org/web/2026/01/01/2026-sota-challenge/
https://w6sota.org/web/2026/01/01/2026-sota-challenge/
https://w6sota.org/web/2026/01/01/2026-sota-challenge/
https://w6sota.org/web/2026/01/01/2026-sota-challenge/
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1062424781191909486
https://www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-exam-session
https://contests.arrl.org/dxcw/
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W6TRW and Related Ham Radio Events, cont’d

Battleship Iowa Tour, February 21, 2026 !

Several years ago, the W6TRW Amateur Radio Club got a special tour of the Battleship 
USS Iowa in San Pedro, and attendees had a lot of fun.  We are doing it again in 2026!  

W6TRW has arranged a special group tour of the USS Iowa in San Pedro, for Saturday, 
February 21, 2026.  Among numerous other locations on the ship, this tour includes guided 
access to the Engine Room and Communications Center at a reduced tour price, as well as a 
visit to the BIARA NI6BB amateur radio room, where we will be able to make radio contacts.  

This special tour can only accommodate 24 attendees total, limited to current 2026 W6TRW 
members.  We expect the tour to fill up quickly, so please get your forms and payment to us 
soon, to ensure your place.  We will confirm your reservation (or reply to you that the tour is full) 
on or before Feb 11.  Please use the separate USS Battleship Iowa flyer / RSVP form.  

So we can get an accurate headcount, please RSVP to W6TRW 
Club President Dylon N6MX at dylon.mutz@gmail.com  by February 11 if you plan to attend. 

Address: Battleship USS IOWA Museum
Berth 87, 250 S. Harbor Blvd.
San Pedro, CA 90731

Parking: Parking is available in the lot adjacent to the ship in the LA World Cruise 
Terminal parking lot.  Free for first hour, $2 each additional hour; max 
$22/day

This tour requires guests to climb and descend multiple levels of steep ladders/stairs. ”There will be 
challenging ladders and access requirements to reach the Engine Room.”  No open toed shoes. There 
are no elevators and no ADA accommodations. Strollers, walkers and wheelchairs are not allowed. 

See website: www.pacificbattleship.com for any other venue details.

mailto:dylon.mutz@gmail.com
http://www.pacificbattleship.com/


W6TRW Members’ Projects, Activities, Adventures
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Dylon N6MX — 1/2/26, 8:55 PM
Wow @Ara N6ARA's miniSWRs made it into the February QST!
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“Vibe Coding” for Amateur Radio Projects
 
In today’s homebrew amateur radio projects there’s often an embedded microcontroller, a computer 
module, or computer software needed to make it go. To just build some projects, you can often buy a 
hardware kit, or accumulate the right modules from some online sources, wire them up, build or print 
an enclosure, download some software, and get the project working just by loading some pre-compiled 
code. But to really get in and tinker might require understanding and changing source code, which for 
some is daunting. Especially if it’s written in a language that is unfamiliar, or tools which are not 
mainstream. 
 
Over the past couple of years, you’ve been able to ask ChatGPT, Claude, Gemini, and other “GenAI” 
programs to help understand or produce code snippets or smaller programs. They’ve been getting 
better over time. You have to know the right questions to ask, and know how to use the code that is 
provided.
 
Agentic AI has also been integrated, directly or with plug-ins, into some code editors and development 
environments, so it’s like having a junior sidekick coding with you, but one that has read the manuals 
and/or knows where to look for the information needed to write code. Popular programming editors 
like Visual Studio Code and most of Jetbrains products are some examples.
 
Google’s Antigravity environment is a recently released free development tool that has perhaps (as of 
this week) gone the farthest with this and could be the most useful if you are faced with making 
changes to unfamiliar code with unfamiliar tools. AI is built into nearly every aspect of this tool. It can 
help not just with code snippets, but the whole project — it can help plan how to get a project done, it 
can analyze the project to “know” what tools and compilers are necessary to build the code, and how to 
do it using tools on your computer. With your permission, it can perform those tasks for you and take 
you through it. What’s more, it can help with some “code hygiene” tasks that are sometimes neglected, 
such as writing code that tests other code, or updating existing code to modern standards, if you 
request. You can download and install Antigravity on your computer to try it for yourself, and try it with 
the source code for MMTTY, for example. For code you’ve never seen before, asking the tool “How do I 
compile this?” might be a good way to start.
 
Google also has another service in its pipeline that will be of interest to long-lived open-source projects: 
Google Code Wiki. Developers love to write code. Sometimes lots of it. Documentation for that code? 
Mostly not so much. Getting new project members up to speed can be difficult, and for open-source 
projects this discourages people that could otherwise contribute to the project. CodeWiki seeks to 
“understand” the code, provide documentation, and offer expert consultation in an interactive 
environment where the code can be explored. Some public repositories relevant to amateur radio are 
already supported, such as Node-RED, and Google notes that you’ll be able to use it with your own 
private code repositories, coming soon.
 
With some of these tools you’ll likely be able to do some of the software tasks that may have been 
previously a little out of reach and develop more capabilities for future projects.
 
73, Brian, N9ADG
 

Relevant Recent ARRL News

[continued next page]

https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNTIxODEyJnA9MSZ1PTUyNjIwMDE5MiZsaT00MTA4OTYzMg/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNTIxODEyJnA9MSZ1PTUyNjIwMDE5MiZsaT00MTA4OTYzMw/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNTIxODEyJnA9MSZ1PTUyNjIwMDE5MiZsaT00MTA4OTYzNA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNTIxODEyJnA9MSZ1PTUyNjIwMDE5MiZsaT00MTA4OTYzNQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNTIxODEyJnA9MSZ1PTUyNjIwMDE5MiZsaT00MTA4OTYzNg/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNTIxODEyJnA9MSZ1PTUyNjIwMDE5MiZsaT00MTA4OTYzNw/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNTIxODEyJnA9MSZ1PTUyNjIwMDE5MiZsaT00MTA4OTYzOA/index.html
https://codewiki.google/
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNTIxODEyJnA9MSZ1PTUyNjIwMDE5MiZsaT00MTA4OTY0MA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNTIxODEyJnA9MSZ1PTUyNjIwMDE5MiZsaT00MTA4OTY0MA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNTIxODEyJnA9MSZ1PTUyNjIwMDE5MiZsaT00MTA4OTY0MA/index.html
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W6TRW Microwavers know that designing and 
building for the μwave bands require unyielding 
dedication and mucho radio expertise (take a look 
at our Microwave Discord page). A new design, in 
the Jan/Feb 2026 QEX, takes it to the frontier.  

Andrew J. Anderson, VK3CV/WQ1S, describes a 
new approach to getting on the 1 mm band. 

The Top Band (1mm) is Within Reach:  
241-250 GHz Transverter

A 241 - 250 GHz Transverter built around a new 
RFIC eliminates high-order multipliers, uses a 2 
meter IF and PLL lock, and enables full duplex and 
FM and CW operation. 

The design uses a new chip, the TRA_240_091 
from Indie Semiconductor, formerly Silicon Radar, 
covering 222.5 - 267.5 GHz. It ain’t cheap . 
https://downloads.ffo.indiesemi.com/datasheets/
Datasheet_TRA_240_091_V0.1.pdf. 

Relevant Recent ARRL News, cont’d

###

New Technician Question Pool 2026-2030
On December 18, 2025, the National Conference of Volunteer Examiner Coordinators (NCVEC) Question 
Pool Committee (QPC) released the revised 2026-2030 Technician Class (Element 2) question pool. It 
will be required for all exam sessions beginning July 1, 2026. The new pool includes 409 questions (27 
new, 30 removed, and about 155 modified), compared to 412 in the prior pool. The pool also includes 
three diagrams used for some of the questions.
 
This updated question pool incorporates significant changes compared to the prior pool. The questions 
were checked for technical accuracy and relevance to current amateur radio practices, as well as for 
grammar, syntax, format, clarity, and for redundancy within and between the pools.
 
VECs and Volunteer Examiners must use test designs based on the new pool starting on July 1, 2026. 

ARRL will have new editions of Technician Class study materials, including The ARRL Ham Radio License 
Manual, Gordon West Technician Class License Prep book, and ARRL’s Tech Q&A, by May 2026.

https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1080654452706508850
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNTI2MTIwJnA9MSZ1PTUyNjIwMDE5MiZsaT00MTE0OTI1Ng/index.html
https://downloads.ffo.indiesemi.com/datasheets/Datasheet_TRA_240_091_V0.1.pdf
https://downloads.ffo.indiesemi.com/datasheets/Datasheet_TRA_240_091_V0.1.pdf
https://www.ncvec.org/index.php/2026-2030-technician-question-pool
https://www.ncvec.org/index.php/2026-2030-technician-question-pool
https://www.ncvec.org/index.php/2026-2030-technician-question-pool
https://www.ncvec.org/index.php/2026-2030-technician-question-pool
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Owens Valley Radio Observatory DSA-110
W6TRW members were invited by Doug K6JEY on tours of Owens Valley Radio 
Observatory (OVRO) in June 2024 and June 2025. This story contains a brief 
account of the latest info on the 2025 OVRO tour featured project – the future-
focused Deep Synoptic Array (DSA-110), an extension and mission expansion 
of an existing array of 95 antennas at OVRO.  

The 2025 Invitation:  

“Please join Dr. Doug and W6TRW for an extraordinary adventure in science education at the Owens 
Valley Radio Observatory outside of Big Pine, CA! This year we are emphasizing the DSA projects that 
are being built at OVRO.” 

OWENS VALLEY RADIO OBSERVATORY TRIP: SCIENCE BEYOND THE BOOK –June 20-22, 2025, with Dr. 
Mark Hodges and Dr. @Doug K6JEY and Cecilia Caballero, MA 

The DSA-110 array at OVRO is both a prototype for a larger array, the DSA-2000, and a useful radio 
telescope for new science by itself.  CalTech designed a modification to the OVRO original T-shaped 
array using 15 new  “outrigger” antennas to greatly increase the array’s angular accuracy for Fast Radio 
Bursts (FRBs). With the outrigger antennas, the angular resolution of the array is ±1.5 arcsec.  Frequency 
coverage of DSA-110 is 1280 – 1530 MHz.  The diameter of each dish is 4.65 m.  

Labeled Google Earth image showing the T-shaped array location and the 15 outrigger antennas.

[continued next page]

https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/701346731719131156/1340007097928253450
https://www.deepsynoptic.org/instrument
https://www.deepsynoptic.org/instrument
https://www.deepsynoptic.org/instrument
https://www.deepsynoptic.org/overview
https://www.deepsynoptic.org/overview
https://www.deepsynoptic.org/overview
https://www.techexplorist.com/new-insights-fast-radio-bursts/78586/
https://www.techexplorist.com/new-insights-fast-radio-bursts/78586/
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Owens Valley Radio Observatory DSA-110, cont’d
See the OVRO website for more info: https://www.ovro.caltech.edu/projects and 
https://www.deepsynoptic.org/instrument .  

The new aspect of the OVRO DSA-110 array is that it is now being supported by Schmidt Sciences, along 
with three other high technology telescopes, collectively called the Eric and Wendy Schmidt 
Observatory System.  Schmidt Sciences is a philanthropic institute created by Eric Schmidt, the former 
chief executive of Google, and his wife Wendy.  https://skyandtelescope.org/astronomy-news/four-
privately-funded-observatories-in-the-next-three-years/

Designed for wide-field, multi-epoch survey science, the future DSA-2000 will deliver time-domain, 
spectral and polarimetric data products with unprecedented sensitivity and coverage, repeatedly 
imaging the entire viewable sky (~31,000 square degrees).  It will also replace a traditional array 
correlator digital backend with a “radio camera” that produces images in real time, bypassing the 
growing data deluge problem in radio astronomy,.  The DSA-2000 is expected to detect more than one 
billion radio sources and 22,000 pulsars in its initial five years of operation.  

A panorama view of the T-shaped array, taken by Don Heflinger WA6FEL at the June 2024 OVRO visit. 

The DSA-110 antennas, with mounts designed at OVRO, have controllable elevation axes.

###

https://www.ovro.caltech.edu/projects
https://www.deepsynoptic.org/instrument
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/09/science/eric-schmidt-telescopes-google-space.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/09/science/eric-schmidt-telescopes-google-space.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/09/science/eric-schmidt-telescopes-google-space.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/09/science/eric-schmidt-telescopes-google-space.html
https://skyandtelescope.org/astronomy-news/four-privately-funded-observatories-in-the-next-three-years/
https://skyandtelescope.org/astronomy-news/four-privately-funded-observatories-in-the-next-three-years/
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Classified Ads
Amateur Radio Ads 
If you have ham equipment to sell, please send the info to Greg KE6YEX as a reply to the Newsletter 
email, or go to our W6TRW Discord For Sale page; thanks!  

Bill W6QR is selling a W2IHY 8 Band Audio EQ and Noise Gate $200. Begali CW Machine keyer $200. Large trailer hitch mount 
HF screwdriver antenna. Manual frequency adjustment. Free to a good home. Pickup only. If interested, please contact Bill on 
our W6TRW Discord page, or reply to me at the W6TRW monthly newsletter email (greg.shreve2@ngc.com).

Premium wattmeter for sale. 10MHz to 18GHz 200mw. Anritsu dual sensor meter 
ML2438A, cables, two MA 2442A sensors and user’s manual. My lab standard. For sale 
$1200. Excellent shape. The sensors are thermocouple types that go down to -75 DBm, 
very broad range. 

Also selling a single channel Anritsu ML2437 power meter, cable and MA2422B head., 
$600. I also have two 6-1/2 digit and 5-1/2 digit DMMs available. Doug K6JEY 

For sale: LNR Precision LD-11, 160m-6m, all mode QRP HF radio $650, or make me an offer. Images  Kurt K6GG

Doug K6JEY — 12/5/25, 6:29 PM  I'm going to have some used stuff for sale at next week's meeting. 
Tiny SA 405 $100
Keysight n9912 FieldFox, 4 GHz, modules 230 104 111 303 235, Has a bag and quick ref manual, lots of accessories $3,000
Agilent 4410a 6-1/2 digit DMM $400
Siglint SDM 3045x 4-1/2 digit DMM, data logging $250

4.

W6TRW Swap Meet – You don’t have to wait for years of ham gear to 
accumulate in your garage before you are faced with the challenge of trying to 
unload it all at once!  You can sell fractions of your used equipment any month, 
at W6TRW’s monthly Swap Meet in Redondo Beach.  It’s a win-win for you and 
for buyers!  

[continued next page]

https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1391947306462613554
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666
mailto:greg.shreve2@ngc.com
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1391947306462613554
mailto:drzarkof56@yahoo.com
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1402339879656099993
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1402339879656099993
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1402339879656099993
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1402339879656099993
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1402339879656099993
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1402339879656099993
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/701346731719131156/1446690060945588327
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/701346731719131156/1446690060945588327
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/701346731719131156/1446690060945588327
https://w6trw.com/w6trw-amateur-radio-club-swap-meet
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Classified Ads, cont’d
Amateur Radio Ads 
If you have ham equipment to sell, please send the info to Greg KE6YEX as a reply to the Newsletter 
email, or go to our W6TRW Discord For Sale page; thanks!  

4.

Ham Radio Items for sale cheap by Barrie W6DX
I'm Barrie Britton, W6DX. I'm a long-time ham and a retired Boeing electronic engineer. I'm reaching out to you now because I 
need some help "downsizing" my shack and garages of excess ham stuff.  I've been licensed since 1958, and I'm 84 years old.  I 
need to get rid of a lot of ham gear that I'll never use, and parts for projects that I'll never start, let alone finish.  

I have some older test equipment, lots of components, and "stuff" and a couple of beam antennas that are taking up space in 
my garage and my life--there's a Hy-Gain TH6, a KLM 2-el 40 meter, and another tribander that I may get rid of also.  Lots of 
"things" in the shack.  My junk-box runneth over.   All this stuff will be FREE to anybody who wants it.

I also have a Magnum 44, six element 20 meter monobander on a 44 foot boom, designed by Tom Rauch, W8JI.   There's an 
Orion 2800 heavy duty rotator and a four-section motorized tower built by U.S. Towers.  I'd like to sell these three as a 
package, but very cheap.  The tower was about $8 K new, the Magnum 44 around $3 K, and the Orion 2800 was about 3K.   
These are all down and on  the ground, but the lucky owner will need to arrange transportation.  

I have three Teletype machines: a Model 15, a model 28 KSR, and a Model 28 typing reperf.  Plus a loop supply for the set, and 
there's also a Model 43 Teletype that's an 8-bit ASCII machine and not used for ham stuff  very much.  They all used to work  
but after 20 years of sitting, all bets are off.  These will be free to a loving home.  They really need somebody who knows and 
understands these old "heavy iron" beasts.  I have manuals for the 28 KSR.

I also have a complete collection of Ham Radio magazine from Vol 1 Number 1 until they quit.  I have a mostly complete set of 
QST, with a few from the 1920s many from the 1930s, and most issues from the 1940s until today.   Many of the old size mags 
are in binders.  I will donate them to anybody who will preserve and curate the collection.  I just can't bear the thought of 
having them dumped into a land fill when I'm gone.  These are heavy and take up a lot of room.  I have them in two steel racks, 
which I'd like to keep. 

I have a nice FT-1000D that I would sell cheap but not donate (yet).  And a very clean Heathkit SB-220 that has not been turned 
on for 30 years (and the power supply has not been recapped, which is usually a good idea on older linears).  It may be time to 
sell soon.

I'd like to get rid of the QSTs,  Ham Radio Mags, and Teletypes as soon a possible.  I need the space.  Lots of parts and 
components can go now too.  The tower and rotator and Magnum can go any time a buyer turns up.  The other stuff can wait 
until after Christmas; no hurry there.

Anything there of interest to you or to the TRW Club or it's members?  I'm in Riverside; the address is good in QRZ.  My email is 
W6DX@att.net  and the Text/Voice number is 909-261-8126.  If you call that number, it automatically routes anybody NOT in 
my directory, to voice mail.  I never hear it ring: it's an  anti-telemarketing defense.  I do check for messages frequently, 
however.

https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666/1391947306462613554


W6TRW Discord Channel
Did you know W6TRW has an active online discussion of ham radio adventures, 
build projects, and event planning? This is an excellent way to keep up with hot 
topics in the club.  If you haven't already, please join your fellow club members 
on Discord; send email to Dylon dylon.mutz@gmail.com or Mark 
Mark.Knight@ngc.com to get an invitation.

Recent posts on the W6TRW Discord:  
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Mike WB6DJI — 12/24/25, 3:11 PM
47GHz Transverter and LO System arrived

Mike WB6DJI — 12/19/25, 1:47 PM
My 47 GHz Waveguide Parts

Waveguide plumbing Saved from an 
early demise from a local metal scrap 
recycle e-waste center dealer

Drew N7DA — 12/22/25, 12:11 PM
Here's the turnstiles. One dipole a bit long, one a bit short, 
wired in parallel so the reactances cancel. (Axially, the 
currents are + and - 45 deg, so CP, but supposed to be OK 
for omni H pole antenna. I do need to measure them still 
to see.)

mailto:dylon.mutz@gmail.com
mailto:Mark.Knight@ngc.com
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CrossTalks from the Past – August 1969
For fun, a page from W6TRW’s past.  See https://w6trw.com/crosstalk-newsletter/ for newsletters.
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https://w6trw.com/wp-content/uploads/Crosstalk/1969/1969_08_W6TRW_Crosstalk.pdf

https://w6trw.com/crosstalk-newsletter/
https://w6trw.com/crosstalk-newsletter/
https://w6trw.com/crosstalk-newsletter/


W6TRW Club Members SHOW ‘N TELL 
W6TRW Club Members SHOW ‘N TELL / DYI / Maker / Activity Talks

At past and recent club meetings, we’ve had members of our club describe 
and/or demonstrate projects they have created or been involved in.  We’d like 
to  continue that tradition!  We’re all excited to hear what you’ve been doing.  
All you need to do is put together a few slides!  

If you’ve been building something interesting, or engaged in recent  ham radio 
adventures or volunteering, please send a reply to greg.shreve2@ngc.com, 
and we’ll get you on the agenda in 2026!  

Please REPLY if interested!

News and Announcements

W6TRW Swap Meet – Last Saturday of Every Month !
Our club puts on the largest monthly amateur radio swap meet in the Los 
Angeles area. The W6TRW Swap Meet has been held monthly for almost 40 
years. The W6TRW Swap Meet is well known throughout the western US and 
even the world! It is always held the last Saturday of every month, rain or 
shine, holiday or not, from 7:00 AM until 11:30 AM, in the R2 parking lot near 
the southeast corner of Aviation Blvd. and Marine Ave. where the cities of 
Redondo Beach, Manhattan Beach, and Hawthorne meet. Talk-in on 145.320 -
600 PL 114.8. 

If you wish to sell at the swap meet, please visit our swap meet sellers’ 
webpage for all the necessary information. 

Our Swap Meet Manager, Wendell KE6ASC, is always on the lookout for 
volunteers to help at the Swap Meet. If you'd like to get up early and help the 
club put on this important traditional activity, email Wendell at 
w6trwswapmeet@gmail.com to get more information. 

The next swap meet is the last Saturday of the month, from 7:00 am to 11:30 
AM. See you there! 
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mailto:greg.shreve2@ngc.com
https://w6trw.com/w6trw-amateur-radio-club-swap-meet/
https://w6trw.com/selling-at-the-swap-meet/
https://w6trw.com/selling-at-the-swap-meet/
mailto:w6trwswapmeet@gmail.com


News and Announcements

AMSAT - Amateur Radio in Space 

The number of active amateur radio satellites keeps increasing. Here is the current satellite status, 
making it easy to find satellites you may be able to hear:  https://www.amsat.org/status/.  For 
many satellites, the telemetry downlink or Morse code beacon is easy to receive with a simple 
dual-band VHF-UHF magmount antenna.  

If you have a VHF/UHF SDR (software defined radio) connected to your computer, you can see the 
Doppler shift of the signal on the waterfall display, as the satellite passes over.

To find out when a satellite will fly over your location, go to 
https://www.amsat.org/track/index.php.  Just put in your grid square or approximate latitude-
longitude.  One of the most reliable and easy downlinks is the ISS (International Space Station) on 
145.800 MHz.  

The next step is transmitting – making amateur contacts through the satellites.  AMSAT satellites 
for amateur communications: https://www.amsat.org/two-way-satellites/.  

Amateur Radio Contests - Calendar 

There are many amateur radio contests during the year, for the full range of different radio interest 
areas. Click here (WA7BNM’s Contest Calendar) for a listing of all the amateur radio contests.  

Just listening to contests is a great way to hear a lot of stations from all over the US and even all 
over the world – better than just randomly tuning on any given day, hoping to hear something.  

One popular contest is the ARRL January VHF Contest (The third or fourth full weekend in January ) 
and the  ARRL June VHF Contest and the September VHF Contest.  The VHF contests are easy and 
fun – just find your grid square at Amateur Radio Ham Radio Maidenhead Grid Square Locator and 
then key up your VHF/UHF FM radio on the calling frequencies – 146.52 MHz and 446.000 MHz.  
The calling frequencies 146.52, 146.55, and 146.58 are busy during the contest and you can make 
many contacts just by answering contest calls.  It’s a great way to check out your VHF/UHF radios!  

W6TRW Repeaters Now Playing Newsline & ARRL News

We’re putting a regularly scheduled rebroadcast of Amateur Radio Newsline ham radio news and 
the ARRL weekly news on the W6TRW repeaters on Wednesdays and Sundays at 9:00pm Pacific 
time! Newsline is a free service that produces a weekly report of important goings-on in the ham 
radio community and is a great way to stay in the loop on current ham radio topics. 

Take a listen and let us know what you think!

-- Shackmaster, Dylon N6MX
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W6TRW Repeaters and Nets

W6TRW Repeaters 

VHF 2 Meters • 145.320 MHz, Offset: -600 kHz, PL: 114.8 Hz; Located in Redondo Beach, CA • All-Star node 505680 
UHF 440 MHz • 447.000 MHz, Offset: -5 MHz, PL: 100.0 Hz; Located in Redondo Beach, CA • All-Star node 505681 
(Our VHF 145.320 MHz and UHF 447.000 MHz repeaters are linked – but may be disconnected for certain nets listed below)
UHF MotoTRBO DMR • 446.050 MHz, Offset: -5 MHz, Color Code: 2; Located in Redondo Beach, CA, Time Slot 1 Talk group 
3106 or Time slot 2 Talk Group 2 for Local Talk Group. 

Monday K6MBC Manhattan Beach MBCERT Net 
Weekly; Monday nights at 6 PM *except* first Monday of the month, on the W6TRW 447.000 MHz repeater

Monday Lomita and South Los Angeles DCS Net: Weekly 
Monday nights at 7:30 PM, on the W6TRW 145.320 MHz repeater

Tuesday Absolute Tech Net: Weekly 

We retransmit the weekly Absolute Tech Net on Tuesday afternoons at 4 PM Pacific time.  This is a great group of 
knowledgeable people who are enthusiastic to share their knowledge with others.  Please see the Absolute Tech Net web 
page for the many topics they have discussed, and upcoming topics.  

Wednesday W6TRW Emergency Communications Team (ECT) Net: Weekly 

The ECT net is held weekly Wednesdays starting between 12:00-12:15pm on our 145.320 MHz and 447.000 MHz repeaters. 
The whole net only takes about 10-15 minutes. 

The purpose of the net is to promote club participation and to increase the general awareness of hams to emergency 
communications resources. The net is open to all W6TRW members as well as any non-member visitors! 

Check-ins reply with their name and callsign, general location, and their radio communication capabilities at the time. 

During an actual emergency, the W6TRW 145.320 MHz repeater will be dedicated to DCS, and won’t be available for open 
use, but it will be very useful to monitor! The W6TRW 447.000 MHz repeater should be available and open for use during an 
actual emergency, so please save a memory in your radio for our 447.000MHz repeater!

Wednesday Northrop Grumman HF Family Net 

Also at noon Pacific Time on Wednesday is a long-running Northrop Grumman net on 14.270 MHz. Northrop Grumman and 
TRW employees / retirees are welcome to check in and represent the West Coast!

Thursday Space Net 

Our W6TRW 145.320 MHz and 447.000 MHz repeaters host the long-running Space and Information Net every Thursday 
evening at 7:00 PM. Ronnie N6SHI (Space Hams International) is the net controller, taking check-ins and providing the best of 
the weekly space news, launches, and visual flyovers. Tune in and check in!!

Newsline & ARRL Weekly News – Wednesday and Sunday
9:00 PM & 9:30 PM
News released every Friday
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(NOW part of the weekly Wednesday noon ECT Net !!)

https://w6trw.com/repeaters/
https://www.absolutetech.org/
https://www.absolutetech.org/upcoming.htm
https://www.absolutetech.org/upcoming.htm


The W6TRW Amateur Radio Club is a non-profit organization that started in the early 1960s.

The W6TRW Amateur Radio Club started as the TRW ARC and held the club call sign WB6WPO. The club 
became an ARRL Affiliated Club in 1971, and the club call sign was changed to W6TRW in 1974. The club was 
formed at the TRW facilities in Redondo Beach California comprised of employees of the aerospace company.

Our club station is located in Building S and includes 2 Yaesu FT-1000’s, Alpha 87a amplifier, and two towers 
with multiple HF antennas in Redondo Beach, California. We also have all-mode capability on 6m, 2m, 440, 
and 1.2 GHz. We have ATV, and satellite and packet stations.

W6TRW sponsors open repeaters on 2 meters and 440 MHz that serve the Los Angeles basin. We also have a 
Motorola MOTOTRBO Digital Repeater in Redondo Beach. IRLP node 7067 is connected to our open 440 
repeater and typically is connected to the Western Amateur Linking Association LAX Reflector 9350. Please 
visit our repeater page for more information!

The Amateur Radio Club (W6TRW) offers a full range of radio related activities, including contest operating 
events, community public service events, picnics and classes for those wishing to obtain their first license. 
Stop by the Amateur Radio Swap Meet on the last Saturday of the month in the R2 parking lot from 7:00-
11:30am – you’ll be surprised by what you will find. 

About Us – W6TRW
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Elected Officers:  
President (Dylon Mutz)
Vice President (Mike Hamada)
Treasurer (Carlos Villegas)
Secretary (Mark Knight)
NGRC Commissioner (Greg Madden)

Staff Officers:  
Banquet (Janice Miya)
Publicity Chair (Greg Shreve)
Training Chair (Chris Wachs)
QSL Manager (Craig Gullickson)
Librarian (Janice Miya)

Appointed Officers:  
Activities Chair (Janice Miya)
W6TRW Trustee (Chris Newton)
Technical Chair (Chris Wachs)
Swap Meet Manager (Wendell Young)
Membership Chair (Steve Dunlop)
ECT Coordinator (Greg Madden)
Web Master (Michael Bao)
Website Designer (Rich Sauer)
Equipment Chair (vacant)
S-Shack Master (Dylon Mutz)
Field Day Chair (Mark Knight)
Past President (Chris Wachs)

W6TRW Officers 2025
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The W6TRW Amateur Radio Club is one of 30 clubs within the Northrop 
Grumman Recreation Club (NGRC). All these clubs can be found on the 
company network wiki at NGRC - Space Park - ourWiki.  You might 
find a club that interests you!  

https://wiki.northgrum.com/wiki/NGRC_-_Space_Park
https://wiki.northgrum.com/wiki/NGRC_-_Space_Park
https://wiki.northgrum.com/wiki/NGRC_-_Space_Park
https://wiki.northgrum.com/wiki/NGRC_-_Space_Park
https://wiki.northgrum.com/wiki/NGRC_-_Space_Park
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