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Winter Field Day, W6TRW at Wilderness Park in Redondo Beach



Monthly General Club Meeting

Speaker Topic for This Month:

“Portable Antennas”
Bill Shanney, W6QR

When: Tuesday, February 11th at 5:30 PM 

Where: S Cafeteria & Virtual Meeting on Zoom

The 2025 W6TRW Club Meetings are being held as hybrid in-person & virtual via Zoom. 

In-person meetings take place in the Northrop Grumman Cafeteria (see map, page 3). 

For Zoom, click on the link below on your computer, tablet, or smartphone. 

Same meeting link every month, 2nd Tuesday of every month, 5:30 PM Pacific Time.

FREE PIZZA ☺ !

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82794654895 

Phone dial-in: 1 669 900 6833, Meeting ID: 827 9465 4895  
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“My first call was WV2RDG in 
NJ. I became WA2RDG when I 
got my general in 1961. I 
operate 99.5% CW on 160-6M. 
After a long period of 
inactivity (career and family) I 
upgraded to extra class in 
1988 and became very active. 
That is also the year that I 
joined the TRW ARC. I have a 
BSEE from NJ Institute of 
Technology and worked for 45 
years in RF and microwave 
design. I retired from NG/TRW 
in 2007 after 31 years with the 
company.”

Portable Antennas: There are a wide variety of portable antennas to choose from 

these days. I enjoy going to local parks or the beach and testing different designs. 

This talk is an overview of my selection process backed by both experience and 

analysis.

W6TRW welcomes one of its own longtime members, Bill Shanney, W6QR. A ham operator since 

1960, Bill has written many technical articles and talks for W6TRW and stays current with ham 

radio items of interest for beginners to the most advanced operators.

W6TRW Crosstalk February 2025

Also, a brief W6TRW radio shack tour 
and operation after the main meeting!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82794654895


In-person W6TRW meetings - Map

Here is the map for the location of the Northrop Grumman Cafeteria.  This building is in the 
NG Space Park campus, in the northwest corner of Redondo Beach.  
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Non-employees must be escorted

Marine Ave 
Entrance 1
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W6QR HF Newcomers’ Advice

By Bill Shanney, W6QR

Installment 6: Portable Antennas

Since many hams live with antenna restrictions. I will discuss a few easy to deploy portable 
antennas that can be put up for temporary operation at home or out in the field. Portable 
operation is a rapidly growing part of ham radio. Operating from the beach, a park or mountain 
top is fun. My favorite antenna is a quarter wave vertical with 2 elevated radials. I use a 17’ 
telescoping whip mounted on a camera tripod and two linked radials. Band changing consists of 
selecting the correct radial length by opening a spade lug link and adjusting the whip length for 
resonance.

An alternative, shown in the figure below, uses two metal tape measures as radials. The radials 
should be kept above ground as much as possible.

[continued next page]

Ongoing series of informative 
articles encouraging hams to find 
their niche in HF operation.
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W6QR HF Newcomers’ Advice, cont’d

A second recommendation is also a vertical, a Buddistick. For those who don’t want to build 
your own antennas this is a very high quality 40-6M antenna at a reasonable cost. There is even 
a kit that includes a tripod. There are other quality vertical manufacturers you might consider: 
REZ, Chameleon, Wolf River and Chelegance. A note about verticals is the radials can be 
replaced by a metal fence or railing. KB9VBR has several You Tube Videos showing vertical 
deployments in the field.

I have deliberately avoided horizontal wire antennas since they require tall support masts. Most 
So Cal parks do not allow wire in the trees, and many don’t want anything driven in the ground. 
I have had good luck using a BuddiPole dipole it takes a little more effort to set up and needs a 
sturdy tripod and mast.

###
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Classified Ads

Bill W6QR is selling a Nye-Viking MB-V-A high power antenna tuner. Very good condition, $250.
Palstar AT2KD legal limit antenna tuner. Excellent condition. $400. Also, two Palm Mini Keys, like new in original 
boxes for $100 each.  If interested, please contact Bill on our W6TRW Discord page, or reply to me at the W6TRW 
monthly newsletter email address (greg.shreve2@ngc.com).

Amateur Radio Ads 
If you have ham equipment to sell, please send the info to Greg KE6YEX as a reply to the Newsletter 
email; thanks!  

Need: Radio repair technician, tube era ham equipment and vintage broadcast receivers. Shop in west 
Torrance. FT or PT, flexible hours. Ideal for semi-retired or student. Some experience needed, licensed ham 
preferred. A semi-retired ham EE who has some hands-on experience with troubleshooting, repairs, alignment 
would be a good fit.  But I am also willing to train a high school or college student who is already a ham and is 
interested. Please contact Kevin wa6hul@arrl.net, 310-658-9289. 

https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666
mailto:greg.shreve2@ngc.com
mailto:wa6hul@arrl.net
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W6TRW Winter Field Day After-Action

As Told By the Participants

Winter Field Day

The W6TRW Winter Field Day (WFD) Team operated for 6 hours on January 25, 2024 at Hopkins 
Wilderness Park in Redondo Beach (location) as Class 6 Oscar -  Six transmitters, outdoor 
location.  The team also met the challenge of operating 100 watt transmitters solely on battery 
power for the six-hour duration.  

W6TRW WFD ringleader, Mark KD7DTS, suggested the participants directly report on their WFD 
Field Day experience and lessons-learned. Hence this article is mostly a collection of the 
Discord posts made by W6TRW members and participants.  

Ryan KN6SUS — 1/31/25, 12:00 AM
Highlight: Getting to assemble the Kurt's homebrew hexbeam. It really was the most practical 
redneck engineering I've ever seen. Didn't honestly know you could do that with a kitchen 
cutting board and fishing poles. Then tuning it up with Ron was even better! "That's reflector 
wire needs to be further...in?" as well as, "Those aren't the right bullet connections?" Which 
lead to, "That SWR is lower...??" Learned: Listening on HF is all about finding the right 
frequency. Nothing really special to it. You'll find some distortion that's both natural and 
ragchew, but you gotta listen through it to get to it. Like to see... I'd like to see more outings. I 
wanna get out there more and use my dang-expensive radios! And a General License upgrade!!

Mike WB6DJI — 1/19/25, 6:55 AM
Flex6600M is SO2R capable and can operate up to 4 bands simultaneously if needed A 
Flex6600M is ready & available for action at the W6TRW 2025 WFD and is up and running and 
setup with the N3FJP or N1MM logging software on an i7 Intel NUC Mini Desktop computer 
with Mini Monitor Screen along with a 3KwH LiFePo battery EchoFlow UPS system and large 
40aH BioEnno’s in a Powerwerx MEGAbox2 Battery Box available Everything runs off 12Vdc 
battery system and with an Ethernet network 12V Hub

[continued next page] W6TRW Crosstalk February 2025

https://winterfieldday.org/
https://redondo.org/business_detail_T14_R120.php
https://redondo.org/business_detail_T14_R120.php
https://www.google.com/maps/place/@33.8294984,-118.376671,1451m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIwNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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W6TRW Winter Field Day After-Action, cont’d

Umesh KK6TXI — 1/1/25, 12:22 PM
Happy New Year! FD power distribution boxes are complete! [See Umeshs’s full battery power 
writeup following this article!]

Umesh KK6TXI — 12/23/24, 12:27 PM
@Ara N6ARA I’m bucking down from a higher voltage pack… current constraints are due to the 
30A DC-DC converter. Max output is 30A at 13.8v (414 Watts) for a single operator.

Ashley KO6BKR — Today at 3:41 PM
My Winter Field Day Experience: I participated in winter field day at home this year. I was able 
to set up within 15-20 minutes (had to look up the calling frequencies to get started), listened 
to the club make some contacts on 2m & 70cm for a bit, then decided to get on and make a 
few contacts with the club. Wasn’t able to make a lot of contacts due to time constraints and 
plans, but it was a good experience. I was using HAMRS on my phone for logging, but it would 
be nice to get a desktop version. This field day I realized just how important it is to have enough 
off grid power on you when the weather doesn’t cooperate. Working Field Day (summer 2024) 
with the club last year definitely prepared me to do it on my own from home. I’m very thankful 
for everyone’s support and mentorship as I learned HAM radio the past year or so. Including, 
but not limited to, @Dylon N6MX @Mark KD7DTS @Umesh KK6TXI @Minhtam KK6TXH and 
@Josh KI6NAZ . Looking forward to summer Field Day this year and getting on the air more!

Mark KD7DTS — 1/25/25, 9:51 PM
Winter Field Day Live!

Ham Radio Crash Course

[continued next page]
W6TRW Crosstalk February 2025

https://www.youtube.com/live/onl76ttxGA8?si=01HnUIDWPFXnR0Gu
https://www.youtube.com/@HamRadioCrashCourse
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W6TRW Winter Field Day After-Action, cont’d

Devin KN6PHZ — 1/30/25, 2:44 PM
Highlight: Pulling together a set of shared contest stations was so much more interesting than 
just having individual ops. It was nice to see folks thinking about team capabilities and how 
they could contribute. Personally, I have basically zero QRO equipment or experience, so 
borrowing Ara's radio and powering it off of Umesh's batteries to run a station on the club's 
antenna and filters... That was a neat experience I really couldn't have had without extensive 
team support. What did I learn: JS8Call is so slow and much harder to operate even if 
theoretically it shouldn't be much different from FT8. Both the program's UI and the actual 
radio transmissions due to the unstructured comms with different stations having different 
expectations of how the exchange will go and level of confirmations needed. What I might try 
to do different: Get more folks on my station as a learning experience for WFD. I operated most 
of the time closer to what summer FD was like aiming for points and contacts, but I think I 
missed an opportunity to have more folks hop on a mode they haven't operated much, or run 
some voice that I wasn't planning to do, etc. We switched up bands later and that was really 
good to get some other modes going on 15 and some JS8 on 20, but it wasn't super 
coordinated or thought through that we should have check-ins to see how bands/modes are 
going more proactively.

###

W6TRW Crosstalk February 2025
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W6TRW Winter Field Day - Battery Power

By Umesh Mistry, KK6TXI

2025 Winter Field Day Power System
Objective: 
Assemble a battery system and power distribution network for contesting, capable of 
sustaining QRO operations in a multiuser environment.

Design Considerations: 
• Li-Ion vs Lead (reduced weight, increased power density, and greater depth of discharge)
• Provide sufficient connectivity for radios, computers, and accessories while reducing cable 

clutter.
• 13.8v stepped down off-board & downstream of the battery.
• Design an accessory "distribution box" to help distribute power.
• Maintain 24v to the distribution box (reduce wire size and minimize voltage drop under load)
• Use unique connectors between distribution (24v) & operator (13.8v) to prevent mishaps.
• Each distribution box output shall be capable of 30 amps at 13.8v (414 watts).
• Scalability - Multiple outputs at battery for distribution boxes.
• Distribution scales until 1200 watts of continuous power draw is reached. (BMS limited)
• Ability to monitor power consumption and battery health real time.
• BMS shall protect batteries from overcharge/discharge.

7 series Li-Ion stack, 24V prime power supply        Infrared thermal camera shows the hotspots 

Battery Construction & Testing:
• All cells were individually tested for internal resistance and capacity to ensure uniformity. 
• 7 cells were assembled into a series configuration using nickel plated copper bus bars.
• Battery was tested under load to verify no high resistance connections were present.
• Battery was placed into a commonly available enclosure. 
• Balance leads were attached to each common terminal to allow the BMS to read cell level 

voltages.
• Bluetooth capable battery management system was integrated and configured. 

[continued next page]
W6TRW Crosstalk February 2025
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W6TRW Winter Field Day - Battery Power, cont’d

Distribution:
A total of 2 distribution boxes were constructed for WFD. The boxes were based on the Harbor 
Freight Apache 1800 hard case. The case holds a 30A DC-DC converter, fuse block with negative 
bus bar (to help facilitate internal wiring), and a 3D printed top plate with a variety of panel 
mount accessories. 4 pairs of Anderson Powerpoles, fused at 20 amps each.  USB-A and USB-C 
with integral volt meters which display the input voltage, and the output voltage of the DC 
converter. Lastly, two PowerCON twist-lock connectors wired in parallel.

13.8V Power Distribution Box:  Before . . . . . . . and. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  After☺                         END 

Field Day:
Field day approached quickly, the build finished with a few days to spare. While I felt pretty 
confident with my work, I started to get a bit nervous right before I had to deploy this project 
into a production environment with a bunch of unknowns.  The stakes are higher when you 
have others connecting expensive equipment to a system you just made, with the expectation 
that it must work for field day to be a success. As a contingency, I loaded up the car with two 
other batteries I've made in the past, bringing the total capacity to just over 3 kWh; we never 
had to exercise the backup plan!

Once the gates opened, everyone got to work, and I started to set up power and distribution 
boxes on the benches while @Minhtam KK6TXH assisted with the setup of the 2m/70cm 
station and antenna. Unfortunately I was not expecting everyone to be so dispersed. While 
there was sufficient connectivity to allow all stations to plug in, only 3 of the 6 operators were 
connected to the system.

Once the system was online, @Devin KN6PHZ operated the Yaesu FT-991A provided by @Ara 
N6ARA running 15m. @Mike WB6DJI operating a FLEX 6600M on 10m, and myself @Umesh 
KK6TXI operating the Yaesu FTM-500DR on 2m/70cm.  Later in the day, @Josh KI6NAZ joined 
the bench as well to pull some power and rack up some points.  In addition to the radios, 
logging PCs, network, and other various loads were also connected.  I'm happy to say the 
system was operated well and we completed field day without any downtime. 

[continued next page] W6TRW Crosstalk February 2025
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W6TRW Winter Field Day - Battery Power, cont’d

The peak load from that day was just under 600 watts as shown under the BMS secession 
values.  I suspect with additional distribution boxes, all 6 operators could have finished the day 
with a small amount of capacity to spare. 

Specifications:       
Cells: Samsung SDI cell (NMC), 64Ah, 3.6v nominal
Pack Configuration: 7s Li-Ion (24v)  
Pack Capacity: 1.5 kWh 
Operating Voltage Range:  21v-29.4v
24v Bluetooth BMS (Battery Management System)
Connectors:
• 24v - Neutrik's powerCON twist lock 
• 13.8v - Anderson Powerpole 
• USB-A & USB-C

Field Day Future Considerations:
• Improved distribution to allow flexibility for physically dispersed stations.
• Scalable capacity to allow for longer secessions, higher power limits, and eliminate the 

concern for downtime due to battery swaps.
• Improved metering and data capture to allow for granular analysis of power consumption 

per band/operator. 
• Create a W6TRW club standard where any operator can build their own compatible 

distribution box for their individual needs.
• Upgrade BMS for even more output power.
• More aggressive load testing at the design limit to test reliability.
 
Opportunities for Collaboration:
If any club members have an interest in participating with future efforts, I could use some help 
in the following areas.
• CAD Design
• 3D Printing 
• 2D Sheet Laser Cutting 
• Load calculations
• Engineered Drawings 
• Schematics 

###
W6TRW Crosstalk February 2025



W6TRW Discord Channel

Did you know W6TRW has an active online discussion of ham radio adventures, 
build projects, and event planning? This is an excellent way to keep up with hot 
topics in the club.  If you haven't already, please join your fellow club members 
on Discord; send email to Dylon dylon.mutz@gmail.com or Mark 
Mark.Knight@ngc.com to get an invitation.

Recent posts on the W6TRW Discord:  

12W6TRW Crosstalk February 2025

Devin KN6PHZ — 1/20/25, 6:29 PM
Devin Grady KN6PHZ Los Angeles, CA DM04ta 
Capabilities: nanoVNA, tinySA, function generator, 
oscilloscope, power meter (normal frequencies). Some 
cheap 10G power meters etc. but nothing 
known/calibrated. Radios: 472kHz through 10G, generally 
low power. KrakenSDR 5 channel coherent SDR. 
Fabrication: soldering station, 3d printer, basic 
woodworking tools, photo chemicals and equipment like 
UV illuminator. 

Bill W6QR — 1/17/25, 8:36 PM  Capabilities: 80M 
through 70cm CW and SSB. 100W 80-6M, 50W 2M 
and 70cm weak signal. Separate Emcomm shelf (not 
shown) 2M, 1.25M and 70cm FM at 50W. 100% 
battery/solar powered since 1998. I'm an RF and 
microwave engineer with a strong EM theory 
background. I enjoy helping other hams solve RF 
problems, helping new hams and antenna design. My 
primary operating interest is HF CW since 1961.

Mark KD7DTS — Yesterday at 10:28 PM
Publicity brag - my YL Di KO6BTM is on 
the front page of the Elecraft website!

mailto:dylon.mutz@gmail.com
mailto:Mark.Knight@ngc.com
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CrossTalks from the Past – June 1970

For fun, a page from W6TRW’s past.  See https://w6trw.com/crosstalk-newsletter/ for newsletters.

W6TRW Crosstalk February 2025

https://w6trw.com/wp-content/uploads/Crosstalk/1970/1970_06_W6TRW_Crosstalk.pdf 

https://w6trw.com/crosstalk-newsletter/
https://w6trw.com/wp-content/uploads/Crosstalk/1970/1970_06_W6TRW_Crosstalk.pdf


W6TRW Club Members SHOW ‘N TELL 

W6TRW Club Members SHOW ‘N TELL / DYI / Maker / Activity Talks

At past and recent club meetings, we’ve had members of our club describe 

and/or demonstrate projects they have created or been involved in.  We’d like 

to  continue that tradition!  We’re all excited to hear what you’ve been doing.  

All you need to do is put together a few slides!  

If you’ve been building something interesting, or engaged in recent  ham radio 

adventures or volunteering, please send a reply to greg.shreve2@ngc.com, 

and we’ll get you on the agenda in 2024 -2025!  

Please REPLY if interested!

News and Announcements

W6TRW Swap Meet – Last Saturday of Every Month !
Our club puts on the largest monthly amateur radio swap meet in the Los 
Angeles area. The W6TRW Swap Meet has been held monthly for almost 40 
years. The W6TRW Swap Meet is well known throughout the western US and 
even the world! It is always held the last Saturday of every month, rain or 
shine, holiday or not, from 7:00 AM until 11:30 AM, in the R2 parking lot near 
the southeast corner of Aviation Blvd. and Marine Ave. where the cities of 
Redondo Beach, Manhattan Beach, and Hawthorne meet. Talk-in on 145.320 -
600 PL 114.8. 

If you wish to sell at the swap meet, please visit our swap meet sellers’ 
webpage for all the necessary information. 

Our Swap Meet Manager, Wendell KE6ASC, is always on the lookout for 
volunteers to help at the Swap Meet. If you'd like to get up early and help the 
club put on this important traditional activity, email Wendell at 
w6trwswapmeet@gmail.com to get more information. 

The next swap meet is the last Saturday of the month, from 7:00 am to 11:30 
AM. See you there! 
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mailto:greg.shreve2@ngc.com
https://w6trw.com/w6trw-amateur-radio-club-swap-meet/
https://w6trw.com/selling-at-the-swap-meet/
https://w6trw.com/selling-at-the-swap-meet/
mailto:w6trwswapmeet@gmail.com


News and Announcements

AMSAT - Amateur Radio in Space 

The number of active amateur radio satellites keeps increasing. Here is the current satellite status, 
making it easy to find satellites you may be able to hear:  https://www.amsat.org/status/.  For 
many satellites, the telemetry downlink or Morse code beacon is easy to receive with a simple 
dual-band VHF-UHF magmount antenna.  

If you have a VHF/UHF SDR (software defined radio) connected to your computer, you can see the 
Doppler shift of the signal on the waterfall display, as the satellite passes over.

To find out when a satellite will fly over your location, go to 
https://www.amsat.org/track/index.php.  Just put in your grid square or approximate latitude-
longitude.  One of the most reliable and easy downlinks is the ISS (International Space Station) on 
145.800 MHz.  

The next step is transmitting – making amateur contacts through the satellites.  AMSAT satellites 
for amateur communications: https://www.amsat.org/two-way-satellites/.  

Amateur Radio Contests - Calendar 

There are many amateur radio contests during the year, for the full range of different radio interest 
areas. Click here (WA7BNM’s Contest Calendar) for a listing of all the amateur radio contests.  

Just listening to contests is a great way to hear a lot of stations from all over the US and even all 
over the world – better than just randomly tuning on any given day, hoping to hear something.  

One popular contest is the ARRL January VHF Contest (The third or fourth full weekend in January ) 
and the  ARRL June VHF Contest.  The VHF contests are easy and fun – just find your grid square at 
Amateur Radio Ham Radio Maidenhead Grid Square Locator and then key up your VHF/UHF FM 
radio on the calling frequencies – 146.52 MHz and 446.000 MHz.  The calling frequencies 146.52, 
146.55, and 146.58 are busy during the contest and you can make many contacts just by answering 
contest calls.  It’s a great way to check out your VHF/UHF radios!  

W6TRW Repeaters Now Playing Newsline & ARRL News

We’re putting a regularly scheduled rebroadcast of Amateur Radio Newsline ham radio news and 
the ARRL weekly news on the W6TRW repeaters on Wednesdays and Sundays at 9:00pm Pacific 
time! Newsline is a free service that produces a weekly report of important goings-on in the ham 
radio community and is a great way to stay in the loop on current ham radio topics. 

Take a listen and let us know what you think!

-- Shackmaster, Dylon N6MX
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https://www.amsat.org/status/
https://www.amsat.org/status/
https://www.amsat.org/track/index.php
https://www.amsat.org/two-way-satellites/
https://contestcalendar.com/fivewkcal.html
https://www.contestcalendar.com/
https://www.arrl.org/january-vhf
http://www.arrl.org/june-vhf
https://www.levinecentral.com/ham/grid_square.php
https://www.arnewsline.org/
https://www.arrl.org/arrl-audio-news


W6TRW Repeaters and Nets

W6TRW Repeaters 

VHF 2 Meters • 145.320 MHz, Offset: -600 kHz, PL: 114.8 Hz; Located in Redondo Beach, CA • All-Star node 505680 
UHF 440 MHz • 447.000 MHz, Offset: -5 MHz, PL: 100.0 Hz; Located in Redondo Beach, CA • All-Star node 505681 
(Our VHF 145.320 MHz and UHF 447.000 MHz repeaters are linked – but may be disconnected for certain nets listed below)
UHF MotoTRBO DMR • 446.050 MHz, Offset: -5 MHz, Color Code: 2; Located in Redondo Beach, CA

Monday K6MBC Manhattan Beach MBCERT Net 

Weekly; Monday nights at 6 PM *except* first Monday of the month, on the W6TRW 447.000 MHz repeater

Monday Lomita and South Los Angeles DCS Net: Weekly 

Monday nights at 7:30 PM, on the W6TRW 145.320 MHz repeater

Tuesday Absolute Tech Net: Weekly 

We retransmit the weekly Absolute Tech Net on Tuesday afternoons at 4 PM Pacific time.  This is a great group of 
knowledgeable people who are enthusiastic to share their knowledge with others.  Please see the Absolute Tech Net web 
page for the many topics they have discussed, and upcoming topics.  

Wednesday W6TRW Emergency Communications Team (ECT) Net: Weekly 

The ECT net is held weekly Wednesdays starting between 12:00-12:15pm on our 145.320 MHz and 447.000 MHz repeaters. 
The whole net only takes about 10-15 minutes. 

The purpose of the net is to promote club participation and to increase the general awareness of hams to emergency 
communications resources. The net is open to all W6TRW members as well as any non-member visitors! 

Check-ins reply with their name and callsign, general location, and their radio communication capabilities at the time. 

During an actual emergency, the W6TRW 145.320 MHz repeater will be dedicated to DCS, and won’t be available for open 
use, but it will be very useful to monitor! The W6TRW 447.000 MHz repeater should be available and open for use during an 
actual emergency, so please save a memory in your radio for our 447.000MHz repeater!

Wednesday Northrop Grumman HF Family Net 

Also at noon Pacific Time on Wednesday is a long-running Northrop Grumman net on 14.270 MHz. Northrop Grumman and 
TRW employees / retirees are welcome to check in and represent the West Coast!

Thursday Space Net 

Our W6TRW 145.320 MHz and 447.000 MHz repeaters host the long-running Space and Information Net every Thursday 
evening at 7:00 PM. Ronnie N6SHI (Space Hams International) is the net controller, taking check-ins and providing the best of 
the weekly space news, launches, and visual flyovers. Tune in and check in!!

Newsline & ARRL Weekly News – Wednesday and Sunday
9:00 PM & 9:30 PM
News released every Friday
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https://www.absolutetech.org/upcoming.htm
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The W6TRW Amateur Radio Club is a non-profit organization that started in the early 1960s.

The W6TRW Amateur Radio Club started as the TRW ARC and held the club call sign WB6WPO. The club 
became an ARRL Affiliated Club in 1971, and the club call sign was changed to W6TRW in 1974. The club was 
formed at the TRW facilities in Redondo Beach California comprised of employees of the aerospace company.

Our club station is located in Building S and includes 2 Yaesu FT-1000’s, Alpha 87a amplifier, and two towers 
with multiple HF antennas in Redondo Beach, California. We also have all-mode capability on 6m, 2m, 440, 
and 1.2 GHz. We have ATV, and satellite and packet stations.

W6TRW sponsors open repeaters on 2 meters and 440 MHz that serve the Los Angeles basin. We also have a 
Motorola MOTOTRBO Digital Repeater in Redondo Beach. IRLP node 7067 is connected to our open 440 
repeater and typically is connected to the Western Amateur Linking Association LAX Reflector 9350. Please 
visit our repeater page for more information!

The Amateur Radio Club (W6TRW) offers a full range of radio related activities, including contest operating 
events, community public service events, picnics and classes for those wishing to obtain their first license. 
Stop by the Amateur Radio Swap Meet on the last Saturday of the month in the R2 parking lot from 7:00-
11:30am – you’ll be surprised by what you will find. 

About Us – W6TRW

- 73 -
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Elected Officers:  
President (Dylon Mutz)
Vice President (Mike Hamada)
Treasurer (Joe Berlejung)
Secretary (Mark Knight)
NGRC Commissioner (Greg Madden)

Staff Officers:  
Banquet (Janice Miya)
Publicity Chair (Greg Shreve)
Training Chair (Chris Wachs)
QSL Manager (Craig Gullickson)
Librarian (Janice Miya)

Appointed Officers:  
Activities Chair (Janice Miya)
W6TRW Trustee (Chris Newton)
Technical Chair (Chris Wachs)
Swap Meet Manager (Wendell Young)
Membership Chair (Wendell Young)
ECT Coordinator (Greg Madden)
Web Master (Deedee Banh)
Web Page Designer (Rich Sauer)
Equipment Chair (vacant)
S-Shack Master (Dylon Mutz)
Field Day Chair (Greg Shreve)
Past President (Chris Wachs)

W6TRW Officers 2024

W6TRW Crosstalk February 2025
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