CROSSTALK

Monthly news bulletin of the W6TRW Amateur Radio Club
September 2024
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ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest, August 17-19, 2024, Dish lineup at Signal Hill

What’s Inside

* General Club Meeting

* News & Announcements

*  WG6TRW!’s Discord Channel
* Repeaters & Nets

* About Us



Monthly General Club Meeting

When: Tuesday, September 10th at 5:30 PM

Where: S Cafeteria & Virtual Meeting on Zoom

The 2024 W6TRW Club Meetings are being held as hybrid in-person & virtual via Zoom.
In-person meetings take place in the Northrop Grumman Cafeteria (see map, page 3).
For Zoom, click on the link below on your computer, tablet, or smartphone.
Same meeting link every month, 2" Tuesday of every month, 5:30 PM Pacific Time.
FREE PIZZA ©!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82794654895

Phone dial-in: 1 669 900 6833, Meeting ID: 827 9465 4895

Speaker Topic for This Month:

“Extreme but Practical Antennas for Portable Ops"
Adam Kimmerly, K6GARK

One of my favorite aspects of the amateur radio hobby is antenna design and
construction, and over the years, | have come up with a number of antennas
that fall into the category of "extreme" or possibly even "ridiculous™ but are also
amazingly practical in certain situations. In this presentation, we'll review a few
of those antenna designs and take a look at the process of creating them from
concept, through design, and to construction, testing, and tuning.

Howdy folks, I’'m Adam
Kimmerly, KEARK. I’'m an avid
SOTA activator, engineer, and
search and rescue member.
I’ve been a ham since 2010,
and the majority of my radio
activity consists of portable
operations. With the goal of
continually making my setup
more compact, effective, and
light, | have come up with
some antennas and other kits
and components that help me
achieve my goals. My website
https://k6ark.com, and

my YouTube channel, give me a
way to share them with you.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82794654895
https://k6ark.com/
https://www.youtube.com/c/K6ARKPortableRadio

In-person W6TRW meetings - Map

Here is the map for the location of the Northrop Grumman Cafeteria. This building is in the
NG Space Park campus, in the northwest corner of Redondo Beach.

Space Park Map — W6TRW Meetings

Marine Ave
Entrance 1

Classified Ads

Amateur Radio Ads

If you have ham equipment to sell, please send the info to Greg KEGYEX as a reply to the Newsletter
email; thanks!

Massive Amateur Radio Estate — Don Davis AD6PB, SK

Don Davis, AD6PB, became a Silent Key last year. He’s left a huge estate of unique, well-cared-for vintage radio
equipment, surely of interest to collectors, and a great DX station with tower and antennas. Please see photos of
the big collection at https://w6trw.com/classified-ads/

To obtain any of this incredible vintage gear, contact Linda Davis at (310) 871-9773, or email Icpdavis@gmail.com

Bill W6QR is selling two Palm Mini Keys, like new in original boxes for $100 each and a Low Power ATU, LDG Z11
also for $100. If interested, please contact Bill on our W6TRW Discord page, or reply to me at the W6TRW monthly
newsletter email address (greg.shreve2@ngc.com).



https://w6trw.com/classified-ads/
mailto:lcpdavis@gmail.com
https://discord.com/channels/701248934441517187/1279603461884870666

W6TRW Annual Awards Meeting / Banquet 2024

sosin Guest Speaker: Dr. Jon Arenberg
JoReh & “The James Webb Space Telescope”
Saturday, Nov. 9th, 2024, 5:00-8:00 pm

The Depot Restaurant - Kimono Room
1250 Cabrillo Ave., Torrance, CA

Cost is $35 per person for both Current Member & Non-Member Guest - (Non-Refundable)
*Field Day Band Captains - Charge Waived

Family Style - “The Southwest” - Sonoran Roasted Beef (with Creamy Mash Potato),

House Smoked Chicken (with Chipotle Cream, Sweet Corn & Bowtie Pasta), Pan Roasted

Fresh Fish (with Salsa, Roasted Vegetables).

Citrus & Cilantro Vegetable Salad, Fresh Bread and Assorted Desserts.  Drinks: Canned Soda, Water, Coffee
. Restaurant will accommodate Guests with Food Allergies. Must notify in advance.

. Cash Bar is cash only. No credit cards accepted.

Agenda: 5:00 pm - Guest Arrival; Serve Meal; 6:00 pm - Presentation Begins; 7:00 pm - Club
Business, Raffle Door Prizes

Please complete the attached form. Reservations must be made in advance by writing or email.
No verbal reservations. Payments at the door will not be accepted.

For digital payment with Venmo, Zelle, or PayPal, please email your completed form to Club President Dylon
Mutz, at dylon.mutz@gmail.com. Use the same email address to make a payment. If asked, “9745" are last 4
phone number digits used for verification. (For PayPal, please ensure you do not select “Paying for an item or
service”. We are not a business and payment will be taxed if you select this option.)

For check payment, please make payable to the SPSC AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION and mail form and check
to:

NGRC SPSC Amateur Radio Association (Banquet)
One Space Park, Mail Stop: NGRC K09774/S
Redondo Beach, CA 90278-1071

RSVPs need to be received by Friday Nov 15, Reservation requests will be confirmed by email from
KE6YEX, Greg.Shreve2@ngc.com no later than Nov. 3rd.

Please complete the form below and note any Dietary/Allergy Restrictions. Ensure you write clearly.
Return this page with your payment.

-COVID Restrictions for indoor events - We will notify guests of any updates.

Call Sign

Club Member Name

Dietary / Allergy Restriction Request
Guest #1 Name

Dietary / Allergy Restriction Request
Guest # 2 Name

Dietary / Allergy Restriction Request
Home Address — City, State, Zip
Email Daytime Phone

|


mailto:dylon.mutz@gmail.com

Announcements

September VHF Contest

Objective: For amateurs in the US and Canada (and their possessions) to work as
many amateur stations in as many different 2 degrees x 1 degree Maidenhead
grid squares as possible using authorized frequencies above 50 MHz. Stations
outside the US & Canada (and their possessions) may only work stations in the US
(and its possessions) and Canada.

Dates: The second full weekend in September (September 14-16, 2024)
Contest Period: Begins 1800 UTC Saturday, ends 0259 UTC Monday.

Notice: Participants in the FM Only category can now count contacts made on
902 MHz and 1.2 GHz toward their scores. Previously, only contacts on the four
lowest VHF bands (50, 144, 222 and 432 MHz) counted toward participants'
scores in this category.

All legal modes are permitted (while CW and SSB/Phone are most common,
MSK144, FT8 and FM-Only are gaining popularity - other popular modes include
PSK31, FSK441 and JT65). For Cabrillo file mode definitions, Digital modes should
be represented as "DG" (for all things digital), SSB Phone as "PH", FM voice as
"FM", and CW as "CW".

Scoring: Contacts count for different points based on band:

¢ Count one point for each complete 50- or 144-MHz QSO.

e Count two points for each 222- or 432-MHz QSO.

*  Count four points for each 902- or 1296-MHz QSO in January and three points in June/Sep
*  Count eight points for each 2.3 GHz (or higher) QSO in January and four points in June/Sep

Click Here for Complete ARRL September VHF Contest Rules (PDF)

Club Competition: You can contribute your score to your ARRL Affiliated Club by
selecting the club name when you upload your log. Club Competition rules are
available here: Affiliated Club Competition Rules.



https://www.arrl.org/september-vhf
https://contests.arrl.org/ContestRules/JanJunSep-VHF-Rules.pdf
http://arrl.org/contest-club-tools

Paul Lukas N6DMV, Silent Key

From Elsa Barany Lukas

With the deepest and profound feeling of loss and grief, | want to let you know that our dear
Paul Lukas N6DMV passed away on May 15, after he had a heart attack at Torrance Providence
Hospital. He was 93 years old.

Last September we went to Hungary along with my daughter to celebrate his birthday and on
this occasion, he was honored, recognized and awarded for all his editorials and monetary
contributions to the Hungarian Amateur Club and The Budapest University non government
sponsored aerospace faculty.

This remarkable Hungarian freedom fighter will be cremated and taken back home to The Lukas
Family Plot in Budapest where | will be burying the last member of this clan.

Elsa and longtime W6TRW member, Paul Lukas N6DMV.
In our club meetings and radio nets, Paul’s bright cheerfulness, enthusiasm, and ever-faithful
attendance made us feel like family over the years. We will evermore miss Paul’s announcement
of “N6DMV” on our weekly radio net and our monthly meetings.

N6DMYV Paul Lukas, SK: On Friday Oct 25th 2024 will be a mass at 10 am at St
James Catholic Church on 124 N PCH in Redondo Baech 90278 and a celebration
of his life after at our residence on 4828 Garnet St. Torrance 90503.

-- Elsa Barany Lukas 310 351-5460 ebaranylukas@gmail.com



mailto:ebaranylukas@gmail.com

WG6TRW Discord Channel

Did you know W6TRW has an active online discussion of ham radio adventures,
build projects, and event planning? This is an excellent way to keep up with hot
topics in the club. If you haven't already, please join your fellow club members
on Discord; send email to Dylon dylon.mutz@gmail.com or Mark
Mark.Knight@ngc.com to get an invitation.

Recent posts on the W6TRW Discord:

Dylon N6MX — Yesterday at 6:48 PM
@Devin KN6PHZ thanks for the 10 gig QSOs
today! Really enjoyed working you on CW

i - especially

: Devin KN6PHZ — Yesterday at 6:50 PM

; That dish with the racing stripes, man, no
wonder your sending was fast! :p

Ashley KO6BKR — 07/12/2024
7:00 PM Testing my antenna
and sotabeam setup! 10m
sounds good, also got to listen
to 20m. Didn’t transmit, just
listened today.

Tony KC6QHP — Yesterday at 12:52 PM

How are people doing?

Dylon N6EMX — Yesterday at 12:54 PM

Great! There's five of us at Signal Hill right now
working San Miguel

Dylon N6MX — Yesterday at 1:31 PM

Thanks for the QSO Tony! Great to finally work
you on 10GHz!



mailto:dylon.mutz@gmail.com
mailto:Mark.Knight@ngc.com

CrossTalks from the Past — June 1987

For fun, a page from W6TRW'’s past. See https://w6trw.com/crosstalk-newsletter/ for newsletters.

https://wétrw.com/wp-content/uploads/Crosstalk/1987/1987_06_WG6TRW_Crosstalk.pdf

Map for W6TRW Field Day June 1987, before The Age of PowerPoint ©
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https://w6trw.com/crosstalk-newsletter/

News and Announcements

WG6TRW Swap Meet — Last Saturday of Every Month !

Our club puts on the largest monthly amateur radio swap meet in the Los
Angeles area. The W6TRW Swap Meet has been held monthly for almost 40
years. The W6TRW Swap Meet is well known throughout the western US and
even the world! It is always held the last Saturday of every month, rain or
shine, holiday or not, from 7:00 AM until 11:30 AM, in the R2 parking lot near
the southeast corner of Aviation Blvd. and Marine Ave. where the cities of
Redondo Beach, Manhattan Beach, and Hawthorne meet. Talk-in on 145.320 -
600 PL 114.8.

If you wish to sell at the swap meet, please visit our swap meet sellers’
webpage for all the necessary information.

Our Swap Meet Manager, Wendell KE6ASC, is always on the lookout for
volunteers to help at the Swap Meet. If you'd like to get up early and help the
club put on this important traditional activity, email Wendell at
wbtrwswapmeet@gmail.com to get more information.

The next swap meet is the last Saturday of the month, from 7:00 am to 11:30
AM. See you there!

WG6TRW Club Members SHOW ‘N TELL

W6TRW Club Members SHOW ‘N TELL / DYI / Maker / Activity Talks

At past and recent club meetings, we’ve had members of our club describe
and/or demonstrate projects they have created or been involved in. We'd like
to continue that tradition! We're all excited to hear what you’ve been doing.
All you need to do is put together a few slides!

If you’ve been building something interesting, or engaged in recent ham radio
adventures or volunteering, please send a reply to greg.shreve2@ngc.com,
and we’ll get you on the agenda in 2024 -2025!



mailto:greg.shreve2@ngc.com
https://w6trw.com/w6trw-amateur-radio-club-swap-meet/
https://w6trw.com/selling-at-the-swap-meet/
https://w6trw.com/selling-at-the-swap-meet/
mailto:w6trwswapmeet@gmail.com

News and Announcements ‘

WG6TRW Repeaters Now Playing Newsline & ARRL News

We’'re putting a regularly scheduled rebroadcast of Amateur Radio Newsline ham radio news and
the ARRL weekly news on the W6TRW repeaters on Wednesdays and Sundays at 9:00pm Pacific
time! Newsline is a free service that produces a weekly report of important goings-on in the ham
radio community and is a great way to stay in the loop on current ham radio topics.

Take a listen and let us know what you think!

-- Shackmaster, Dylon N6 MX

AMSAT - Amateur Radio in Space

The number of active amateur radio satellites keeps increasing. Here is the current satellite status,
making it easy to find satellites you may be able to hear: https://www.amsat.org/status/. For
many satellites, the telemetry downlink or Morse code beacon is easy to receive with a simple
dual-band VHF-UHF magmount antenna.

If you have a VHF/UHF SDR (software defined radio) connected to your computer, you can see the
Doppler shift of the signal on the waterfall display, as the satellite passes over.

To find out when a satellite will fly over your location, go to
https://www.amsat.org/track/index.php. Just put in your grid square or approximate latitude-
longitude. One of the most reliable and easy downlinks is the ISS (International Space Station) on
145.800 MHz.

The next step is transmitting — making amateur contacts through the satellites. AMSAT satellites
for amateur communications: https://www.amsat.org/two-way-satellites/.

Amateur Radio Contests - Calendar

There are many amateur radio contests during the year, for the full range of different radio interest
areas. Click here (WA7BNM'’s Contest Calendar) for a listing of all the amateur radio contests.

Just listening to contests is a great way to hear a lot of stations from all over the US and even all
over the world — better than just randomly tuning on any given day, hoping to hear something.

One popular contest is the ARRL January VHF Contest (The third or fourth full weekend in January )
and the ARRL June VHF Contest. The VHF contests are easy and fun — just find your grid square at
Amateur Radio Ham Radio Maidenhead Grid Square Locator and then key up your VHF/UHF FM
radio on the calling frequencies — 146.52 MHz and 446.000 MHz. The calling frequencies 146.52,
146.55, and 146.58 are busy during the contest and you can make many contacts just by answering
contest calls. It's a great way to check out your VHF/UHF radios!
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https://www.amsat.org/status/
https://www.amsat.org/status/
https://www.amsat.org/track/index.php
https://www.amsat.org/two-way-satellites/
https://contestcalendar.com/fivewkcal.html
https://www.contestcalendar.com/
https://www.arrl.org/january-vhf
http://www.arrl.org/june-vhf
https://www.levinecentral.com/ham/grid_square.php
https://www.arnewsline.org/
https://www.arrl.org/arrl-audio-news

W6TRW Repeaters and Nets

WG6TRW Repeaters

VHF 2 Meters ¢ 145.320 MHz, Offset: -600 kHz, PL: 114.8 Hz; Located in Redondo Beach, CA e All-Star node 505680

UHF 440 MHz » 447.000 MHz, Offset: -5 MHz, PL: 100.0 Hz; Located in Redondo Beach, CA ¢ All-Star node 505681

(Our VHF 145.320 MHz and UHF 447.000 MHz repeaters are linked — but may be disconnected for certain nets listed below)
UHF MotoTRBO DMR e 446.050 MHz, Offset: -5 MHz, Color Code: 2; Located in Redondo Beach, CA

Monday K6MBC Manhattan Beach MBCERT Net
Weekly; Monday nights at 6 PM *except* first Monday of the month, on the W6TRW 447.000 MHz repeater

Monday Lomita and South Los Angeles DCS Net: Weekly
Monday nights at 7:30 PM, on the W6TRW 145.320 MHz repeater

Tuesday Absolute Tech Net: Weekly

We retransmit the weekly Absolute Tech Net on Tuesday afternoons at 4 PM Pacific time. This is a great group of
knowledgeable people who are enthusiastic to share their knowledge with others. Please see the Absolute Tech Net web
page for the many topics they have discussed, and upcoming topics.

Wednesday W6TRW Emergency Communications Team (ECT) Net: Weekly

The ECT net is held weekly Wednesdays starting between 12:00-12:15pm on our 145.320 MHz and 447.000 MHz repeaters.
The whole net only takes about 10-15 minutes.

The purpose of the net is to promote club participation and to increase the general awareness of hams to emergency
communications resources. The net is open to all W6TRW members as well as any non-member visitors!

Check-ins reply with their name and callsign, general location, and their radio communication capabilities at the time.

During an actual emergency, the W6TRW 145.320 MHz repeater will be dedicated to DCS, and won’t be available for open
use, but it will be very useful to monitor! The W6TRW 447.000 MHz repeater should be available and open for use during an
actual emergency, so please save a memory in your radio for our 447.000MHz repeater!

Wednesday Northrop Grumman HF Family Net

Also at noon Pacific Time on Wednesday is a long-running Northrop Grumman net on 14.270 MHz. Northrop Grumman and
TRW employees / retirees are welcome to check in and represent the West Coast!

Thursday Space Net

Our W6TRW 145.320 MHz and 447.000 MHz repeaters host the long-running Space and Information Net every Thursday
evening at 7:00 PM. Ronnie N6SHI (Space Hams International) is the net controller, taking check-ins and providing the best of
the weekly space news, launches, and visual flyovers. Tune in and check in!!

Newsline & ARRL Weekly News — Wednesday and Sunday
9:00 PM & 9:30 PM
News released every Friday
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https://w6trw.com/repeaters/
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About Us —= W6TRW

The W6TRW Amateur Radio Club is a non-profit organization that started in the early 1960s.

The W6TRW Amateur Radio Club started as the TRW ARC and held the club call sign WB6WPO. The club
became an ARRL Affiliated Club in 1971, and the club call sign was changed to W6TRW in 1974. The club was
formed at the TRW facilities in Redondo Beach California comprised of employees of the aerospace company.

Our club station is located in Building S and includes 2 Yaesu FT-1000’s, Alpha 87a amplifier, and two towers
with multiple HF antennas in Redondo Beach, California. We also have all-mode capability on 6m, 2m, 440,
and 1.2 GHz. We have ATV, and satellite and packet stations.

WG6TRW sponsors open repeaters on 2 meters and 440 MHz that serve the Los Angeles basin. We also have a
Motorola MOTOTRBO Digital Repeater in Redondo Beach. IRLP node 7067 is connected to our open 440
repeater and typically is connected to the Western Amateur Linking Association LAX Reflector 9350. Please
visit our repeater page for more information!

The Amateur Radio Club (W6TRW) offers a full range of radio related activities, including contest operating
events, community public service events, picnics and classes for those wishing to obtain their first license.
Stop by the Amateur Radio Swap Meet on the last Saturday of the month in the R2 parking lot from 7:00-
11:30am - you’ll be surprised by what you will find.

WG6TRW Officers 2024

Elected Officers: Appointed Officers:
President (Dylon Mutz) Activities Chair (Janice Miya)
Vice President (Mike Hamada) WG6TRW Trustee (Chris Newton)
Treasurer (vacant / Wendell) Technical Chair (Chris Wachs)
Secretary (Mark Knight) Swap Meet Manager (Wendell Young)
NGRC Commissioner (Greg Madden) Membership Chair (Wendell Young)
ECT Coordinator (Greg Madden)
Staff Officers: Web Master (Deedee Banh)
Banquet (Janice Miya) Web Page Designer (Rich Sauer)
Publicity Chair (Greg Shreve) Equipment Chair (vacant)
Training Chair (Chris Wachs) S-Shack Master (Dylon Mutz)
QSL Manager (Craig Gullickson) Field Day Chair (Greg Shreve)
Librarian (Janice Miya) Past President (Chris Wachs)

-73 -

12



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7:                           
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12

