CROSSTALK

A Publication of the TRW Amateur Radio Club

NOVEMBER 1992

TRW ARC BANQUET: The club banquetl
w11 be held on November 14 at
Charlie Brown?s in Redondo Beach.
Please send P the reservation
Form i this iTssue as Soon as
possible. Thanks, NeCIZ.

CALENDAR::
Every Monday: DCS Net on 145.32 Repeater @ 7:30 PM

Every Wednesday: Emergency Communications Team Net on 114532
Repeater at Noon

Every Friday: Club Breakfast in Bldg S Cafeteria, 7 to 8 AM

Oct 27: Club Meeting, E2/1200, Noon, Speaker: Julian Macassey,
NBARE will speak on “NiCad Batteries”

Nov 7-9: ARRL November Sweepstakes, CW

Nov 10: Executive Board Meeting, Location to be announced
NOTE: 2ND TUES THIS MONTH DUE TO ELECTION DAY

Nov 10: Emergency Communicatidns Team meeting, R3/1413, Noon

Nov 14: TRW ARC BANQUET

Nov 21-23: ARRL November Sweepstakes, phone

Nov 24: Club Meeting, E2/1200, Noon, Speaker: Dale Skinner, editor
of the RTTY Journal. Subject is “AMTOR", also movie "The

Last Voice From Kuwait"”

Nov 28: Swap Meet, parking lot on NW corner of Aviation and
Marine, 7 to 11 AM

Nov 28: T-Hunt following the Swap Meet @ Noon, Meet in 03 parking
lot near the Porta Potties

Nov 28-29: CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW



PRESIDENT’’S MESSAGE:

several things this month. Make the regular club meetings if you
"can. We are getting excellent speakers and demos, from laser
communications to tesla coils to transmitter hunting and more. A1l
agree this year has been outstanding in our entertainment.

I have assumed responsibilities for the club library and QSL
management. For the library, I have ordered a dozen or so new books
including the basics from the ARRL, a Mobile Manual, QSL PSE!, the
ATV Handbook, and more. If you wish any special titles, send me a
note or call. I want to build an excellent reference library in
the shack. We currently subscribe to QST, 73, CQ, World Radio, the
AMSAT Journal, the National Contest Journal, QEX, and I think
Nuts and Volts. I am also going to subscribe to the DX Magazine and
the DX Bulletin. The latter will be kept in a ring binder in the
shack for us DX'ers. Finally, I hope to add a CD-ROM to the shack
computer and subscribe to Ham Call, or another ham database. This
will save much time and effortover QSL’ing using the Call Books.

And speaking of QSL’ing, I got a packet for WETRW from the QSL
Bureau. If any of you haven’t used this service, do so. It’s free
for incoming cards. Just send them some money oOr stamped envelopes
(details are available) and they will send you cards you probably
never were expecting. The club got cards from 1989 to just recently
from all around the world. Come to the shack and work a few for us.
I1'11 put the most recent cards up somewhere in the shack. Current

members are responsible for many of them, and the DX stations
acknowledge you in their cards.

And to those not yet on HF, now is the time to upgrade. My project
managerwent to the club meeting that featured Gordon West two
months ago. He got bitten by the bug, got a code program on his
home PC, and last Saturday, took the test and is now a ham. There
is nothing wrong with VHF or higher, but there s a ot going on
(and many more goodies to buy) if you get on HF.

The seques are working out Jjust right this month. Speaking of
things to buy,the club just got the new MFJ SWR/Frequency Counter
combo. It works great! Atleast, it told me my 40 M dipole was a few
inches too long. It was resonantjust below the band. After trimming
it (from the roof, the rig out of circuit)it now is nicely centered
in the band and puts out enough power to turn onmy Tawn sprinkiers
every time I key down. (Drives my XYL crazy.) Checkout from the
shack for the weekend. Be sure to sign for it!

Dave, KBAYK, has sent the MFJ QRP rig back to MFJ. There seem to be
several manufacturing errors - cold solder joints and the like. In
fact, there seems to be design changes that need to be made.
Remember, we got practically the first unit off the conveyer belt.
Dave had made some contacts in spite of the troubles, and remains
hopeful. We will keep you posted. MFJ has since announced versions
for 40, 30, 17 and 15 meters as well as 20.



A battery tip: you can buy handy-talkie battery innards from TNR.
They advertise in World Radio. They sell just the wired cells or
clone packs for ICOM, Kenwood and Yaesu HTs. I asked how to get to
the cells in the original factory units, and they said put them in
- the freezer for a hour until the glue freezes and then pop them
apart. If anyone tries this, let me know how it works.

The last topic are the elections for the 1993 club officers. The
nominating committee consists of Dave Qualls, Rich Sauer, Bill
shanney, and Chris Wachs. They will be meeting this month to
nominate the President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. If
you want to be considered for any of these positions, contact any
of the above as soon as possible. And we will accept nominations
from the floor as well, at the next regular meeting. Don’t be shy.
A1l positions are open. The 1993 staff will be appointed by the
new officersafter the election.

73, David (KF6IB)

QSL BOOK:

Bill weish, W6DDB nas writien a book on the design and use of QSL
cards. A1l aspects of designing, selecting and ordering QSL’s are
covered. The use of QSL bureaus, sending cards through managers and
a list of countries served by the ARRL Outgoing QSL Bureau are
included 1in this book. Bill is well known for his easy to
understand writing style and has a monthly column in CQ magazine
aimed at newcomers called "Bill’s Basics” (I read it every
month,ed. ).

This book is titled "PSE QSL!" and is available postpaid for $11.95
per copy from Tiare Publications, P.O.Box 4893, Lake Geneva, WI
53147. Visa and Mastercard orders accepted. Their phone number 1is
414-248—-4845,
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| WHO: OPEN TO ALL AMATEUR RADIO OPERATORS |
o [ ]
| WHAT: BEGINNER'S NET ‘
@ L ]
l WHY: The whole purpose for holding the l
®
i Beginner's Net is to help new amateur
‘ operators get acquainted with their ]
| new frequency privileges by having a I
® net especially for you! Also, any *
] amateur operators planning to upgrade ]
| are encouraged to join in for morse l
5 code practice. Code speeds will range ®
from 5 to 25 wpm.
I We will have tech talks on various topics ‘
® like antennas and installations and any e
| upcoming events. l
‘ I
|
@ @
I WHEN: MONDAY nights at 8:00 p.m. |
® WHERE: Tune in on 144.330 MHz or 28.333 MHz @
| : |
I
l * * * * * * * * * * * ¥ =3 * |
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® Brought to you by: Gordon West (WB6NOA), Dan Fort ]
(AA6LM), Jerry Davis (KK6YO), Brad Freeborn (AB6FD), I
I and Bob Schnabel (KM6TL)
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