The Ultimate Do-It-Yourself Project:

Building the Early Bird Jenny
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Background

Getting Started

Early Days - Building Wings
Key Challenges

A Engine Mount

A Exhaust

A Intake & Cooling
A Fuel & Electrical

Instrument panels

Getting the Special Airworthiness Certificate
Getting through the first flight

Lessons Learned




What is an Early Bird Jenny?
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Open cockpit biplane which qualifies as Light Sport

2/3 scale look-alike of a CurtissJN-4 D AJennyo
WWI trailner and barnstor mer

Designed by Dennis Wiley in 1987
Sold as plans T 3 sheets of drawings and 40 pg of notes
Uses modern construction technigues and fabric covering

FAA Registry shows 26 licensed
A | have personally

A Seen two at Oshkosh in 1998

A Seen two in southern Ohio

A Flown one near Cincinnati

A Seen one in Chino, CA
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Specifications

A Engine is 3 cyl Suzuki from 1992 Geo Metro
A Wing span = 27.5 ft, Length = 18.3 ft, Height = 7 ft
A Gross weight = 950 pounds, empty weight = 550 Ib

A Wing area 175 sq ft with wing loading 5.1 Ib/ft2
A 65 HP gives power loading of 13.8 Ib/HP

A Cruise speed = 60-70 mph on 3 gph
A Vs =35 mph, Vx =45 mph, Vy = 50 mph, Vne = 80 mph
A Takeoff roll = 250 ft and Landing roll = 300 ft

A Qualifies for Light Sport Pilot



